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In a notice on p. 386 will be found a_ statement 
of the objects and work of t' 2 Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Tra..e having special regard to 
the transfer to the Board of Trade of the Imperial 
Institute. The main office of the Branch is at present 
at. No. 50, Parliament Street, S.W., with a temporary 
enquiry office at 49, Eastcheap, E.C., the City Branch of 
the Imperial Institute. 

Attention is directed to the fact that trade repre- 
sentatives of India, and of certain Colonies which are 
named below, can be consulted at the City Branch on 
matters relative to the trade of the respective countries. 

A Representative for India attends on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday mornings. 

A Representative for the Dominion of Canada attends 


daily by appointment. 
A Representative for Queensland attends daily from 


10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
The Commercial Agency for New South Wales is 


open daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


A note of specially interesting subjects dealt with in 
a Trade Report published by the Foreign Office since 
the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal ”’ will 


be found on p. 383. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: WAR OFFICE. 
The Secretary of State for War is prepared to receive tenders for 
the supply of such quantities of coal as may be 
Coal. demanded for the Ordnance Factories and the 
Army Ordnance Department, at the Royal 
Arsenal, Woolwich, the Royal Small Arms Factory, Enfield Lock, 
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Openings for British Trade. 


UNITED KINGDOM—continued. 


the Royal Gunpowder Factory, Waltham Abbey, and the Royal 
Army Clothing Department, Pimlico, 8.W., during the period of 
twelve months from Ist April, 1904. 

Separate forms of tender, showing the approximate quantities 
and the descriptions required, may be obtained on personal appli- 
cation at the War Office, Pall Mall, S.W., or by letter addressed 
to the Director of Army Contracts. 

For any further information as to mode of delivery, &c., appli- 
cation should be made to the Chief Superintendent of Ordnance 
Factories, the Principal Ordnance Officer, Royal Arsenal, Woolwich, 
and the Chief Ordnance Officer, Grosvenor Road, Pimlico, S.W.. 
respectively. 

The tenders are to be delivered at the War Office, Pall Mall, 
S.W., by 12 noon, on Monday, the 29th of February. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: ADMIRALTY. 
Tenders will be received until Twelve o’clock noon on the days 


Copper Nails, named, for :— a 
Ironmongery, JB. Copper nails ins + | (huredav 
Tinware, &c., &., 3B. Gas and water fittings ... Sud Mar A 
aor 7p. Copper articles... Aik 
Iron plate workers’ wares.. 


W 
B. Lamps and lanterns ai 
B. Black ironmongery vie 
L}. B. Tin and japanned wares... 
Steel hoops —_ eed 


Forms of tender, containing conditions of contract and all par- 
ticulars, may be obtained on and after Friday, the 26th February, 
on personal application at the Contract Department, Admiralty, or 
by letter addressed Director of Navy Contracts, Admiralty, 
London, S.W. 

Patterns of copper nails, black ironmongery, iron plate workers’ 
wares, lamps and lanterns, and tin and japanned wares, and of 
certain items of copper articles and gas and water fittings, may be 
seen at the Admiralty Pattern Rooms, 72, Great Queen Street. 
Lincoln’s Inn, London, W.C. 

Forms of tender may also be obtained and patterns seen on and 
after Friday, the 26th February, of the articles marked— 

‘“‘ B.” at the Admiralty Pattern Rooms, Great Western Chambers, 
Livery Street, Birmingham ; 

“LI.” at the Chamber of Commerce, Llanelly, on application to 
the Secretary ; 

“W.” at the Chamber of Commerce, Wolverhampton, on 
application to the Secretary. 


8th March. 


| 
, Tuesday, 
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BRITISH INDIA. 


‘he East Indian Railway Company are prepared to receive tenders 
for the supply and delivery of— 

Plate Girder Plate 9 deck om (52 feet in the 

Deck Spans. dian ), 
as per specification to be seen at the Company’s offices, Nicholas 
Lane, London, E.C. 

‘Tenders are to be sent to the Secretary, marked “Tender for 
Deck Spans,” not later than 12 noon on Wednesday, the 
9th March. 

The Company reserve the right to divide the order, also to decline 
any tender without assigning a reason, and do not bind themselves 
to accept the lowest or any tender. 

For each specification a fee of Il. 1s. is charged, which cannot 
under any circumstances be returned. 








The South Indian Railway Company, Limited, are prepared to 
Railway receive tenders for the supply of— 
Material. 1. Rolling stock comprising:—13 carriage 
underframes with bogies, 50 underframes for 
wooden covered goods waggons, 6 underframes for brake vans, 
10 i -sided waggons with bogies, 30 bogies for carriages. 
. Wheels and axles, disc and spoke, 204 pairs and 1] ,000 tyres. 
. Laminated bearing springs, No. 528. 

, qr and waggon fittings. 

). Iron fencing, about 141 tons. 

Specifications and forms of tender may be obtained at the 
Company’s offices, 55, Gracechurch Street, London, E.C. 

Tenders, addressed to the Chairman and Directors of the South 
Indian Railway Company, Limited, marked ‘Tender for Rolling 
Stock,” or as the case may be, must be left with the Managing 
Director not later than 12 noon, of Tuesday, the 8th March, 1904. 

The Company are not bound to accept the lowest or any tender. 

A charge which will not be returned, will be made of Il. for 
each copy of specification No. 1, and of 10s. for each copy of 
Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5. 

Copies of the drawings may be obtained at the office of Sir 
George B. Bruce, 3, Victoria Street, Westminster, on payment of 
5s. per sheet. 





CANADA. 


‘The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
Eacuiries relating trade received at the Canadian Government 
to Canadian Trade Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 

‘information may be obtained :— 


Home Enquiries.—A Colonial produce merchant in London with 






































ee 





342 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [ Feb. 25, 1904, 


Openings for British Trade. 





CANADA—continued. 


good connections is desirous of opening up business relations 
with some Canadian exporters of eggs, butter, cheese, bacon, &c.. 
who are not already represented in England. 

A provision merchant covering a fairly large district in the 
north of England wishes to take up agencies for canned fruits, 
&c., from Canada. 

A firm of ketchup and sauce manufacturers require responsible 


agents in Canada to push the sale of their goods. 
A gentleman with experience of the poultry trade is anxious to 


connect himself with one or more large Canadian exporters of 


fowls, and offers good references. 


Canadian Enquiries—Enquiry is made from Canada for names 
of manufacturers of ‘‘ degras” (refuse oil) in Great Britain. 

The agency for Canada for the sale of rolled steel girders and 
similar goods, is desired by a gentleman ‘in a position to push this 
business. 

Note—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 


Victoria Street, S.W. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 


Enquirj latin Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 
ss ean te ae Curator of which Section further information 
anadian Arad. may be obtained :— 


Home Enquiries——A manufacturer of needles and fish-hooks is 
willing to appoint a suitable resident agent in Canada (excepting 
the maritime Provinces and British Columbia). 

A firm in Dundee would be pleased to hear from Canadian 
shippers of butter and cheese. 

A firm manufacturing glass bottles of various kinds wish to be 
placed in communication with Canadian importers. 

A manufacturer of gun and rifle cases, ammunition appliances, 
and similar articles is desirous of establishing trade in Canada. 

Canadian Enquiry.—A manufacturer’s agent in Montreal is will- 
ing to represent manufacturers of woollens, woven fabrics, and 
similar articles. 

Note——For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Curator of the Canadian Section 
of the Imperial Institute, S.W. 


SOMALILAND PROTECTORATE. 


In a report on the trade of the Somaliland Protectorate [ Africa, 
; No. 2, 1904] it is stated that most of the 
-—~ oe Kuropean goods, mainly cheap or ornamental 
ware, imported into Berbera and Bulhar from 
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SOMALILAND PROTECTORATE continued. 


Aden are of foreign manufacture. Germany has the monopoly in 
some and the greater share in other articles. Hosiery, haber- 
dashery, amber beads, real and imitation, leather, cotton and 
woollen goods, &c., are supplied by that country ; Austria imports 
beads, twists, glass and lamp ware; crockery, soap, glazed pottery, 
and perfumery are brought from France; and the packets of 
| tobacco from which cheap cigareties are made appear to come from 
Rotterdam. 


In the same report the Chief of Customs at Berbera remarks that 
considering that the interportal trade with that 


— - 


} 
a 
. 


‘ mang at Port can be stimulated by an attractive market 
ym oi where the trader, spared the risk, incon- 


venience, and expense involved by a voyage in 
a dhow to and from Aden, may sell at a fair value and exchange 
the price for cheap necessaries, and that it is the practice at Aden 
to re-export skins and hides, mainly from Somaliland, there is 
no reason why an enterprising firm should not establish a business 
at Berbera, and in conjunction with it supply rice, dates, grey 
shirting, and long cloth at a reasonable rate to the natives, and 
by thus attracting trade accumulate sufficient stock to induce a 
steamer to call at fixed or casual periods and take a direct cargo. 
This course would save all transhipment expenses, and its adoption 
is not difficult when steamers from Calcutta are freighted with rice 
for Berbera, and both dhows and steamers import dates. 


RUSSIA. 


On p. 359 will be found a reference to a proposed reduction of the 
high Customs duty (2/. per ton) on coal tar 








p wd a t imported into Russia, with the view of develop- 
— a. nies ing the manufacture of briquettes from the 


small coal found at all the mines in the Donetz 
basin. The British Vice-Consul at Mariupol points out that this 
may then prove a valuable market for exporters of British coal 
tar, small parcels of which are even now, he says, occasionally 
imported through Mariupol. 


NORWAY. 


A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 
Foreign Office, from H.M. Consul-General at 
Coal and Satent Christiania, reporting that tenders will be 
Fuel. received not later than 11 a.m.on the 14th 
March for 1,000 tons of English briquettes (Crown Patent Fuel). 
4.000 tons of best Lambton Wallsend coal, and 5,000 tons of 
best large Shireoaks or Kiveton Park coal. 
Tenders marked ‘‘ Locomotivkul ” should be addressed “‘ Norsk 
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N O R WA Y¥ —cont inuca. 


Hoved-Jernbanens Kontor, Christiania.” A translation of the 
notice inviting tenders which gives particulars as to the delivery 
of the coal, &c., may be seen by those interested on applica- 
tion at the offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 5.W., any day between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


A further despatch has been received from H.M. Consul-General 
at Christiania, notifying that tenders for the 
Bicycles. supply of a number of bicycles to the Norwegian 
Army will be received not later than noon on 
the 26th March. ‘Tenders in sealed envelopes marked ‘‘ Anbud 
paa cycler” should be addressed “ f'elttoinesterexpeditionens 
Kontor, Foestningen, Christiania,” where forms and conditions of 
tender may be obtained. Firms wishing to tender and desiring 
further information should apply at the address above stated, not 
to the Consulate-General. ‘l'enders must be accompanied by one 
sample machine to be delivered at the Main Arsenal, Fortress, 
Christiania, and, in the case of British firms, will not receive 
consideration unless sent in through an agent in Christiania. 

A copy of the form of tender and of the special conditions of 
tender (in Norwegian) may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W. 

Apart from the usual Customs duties a preference of from 10 to 
15 per cent. is given to Norwegian tenderers. 


A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 
Pu Foreign Office, from H.M. Consul-General at 
rchase of Old Gy ania f di f ener al 
Iron and Steel hristiania forwarding a copy of a notice in 
Rails viting tenders for the purchase of about 398 
tons of old iron and 279 tons of old rails from 
the Norwegian State Railways. Tenders for the above, in sealed 
envelopes marked respectively ‘“Jern” and ‘‘ Udrangerede 
Skinner,” should be addressed to ‘‘ Styrelsens Expeditionskontor, 
Statsbanerne, Christiania, where they should be received not 
later than 3 p.m. on Friday, 11th March. 





GERMANY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
from H.M. Consul at Stettin, copy, with trans- 

Coal. lation, of a notice inviting tenders for the 
supply of about 1,470 tons of best Lochgelly 

coal for the Lunatic Asylum at Eberswalde. Sealed tenders, bear- 
ing the inscription ‘‘ Angebot auf Lieferung von Lochgellykohle,” 
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must be delivered by 11 a.m. on 9th March. The conditions of 
eontract may be seen at the office of the ‘“ Landes Irrenanstalt.” 
Eberswalde, or can be obtained there on payment of 1:20 marks 


(1s. 3d.). 





FRANCE—INDO-CHINA. 


On p. 377 will be found an extract from a report by H.M. Consul 
at Pakhoi as to the results of some experiments 
io el in the use of phosphates as manure on rice land 
‘in Tonkin. Enquiries are said to have been 

made with a view to purchasing these fertilisers. 


Reference is also made to a trial of a French and an American 

plough for preparing rice land, which are 

Ploughs. thought likely to prove superior to the native 
implement. 





SPAIN. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of 17th February contains a notice 
ieee calling for tenders for certain sewerage and 
- ting drainage works at Barcelona, forming the 3rd 
section of the 3rd and 4th districts under the 
general sewerage scheme for the city, at the upset price of 
149,460 pesetas, or about 4,3197. The adjudication of tenders will 
take place within 30 days from the date of the ‘‘ Gaceta” at noon 
in the Casa Consistorial of Barcelona. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of 18th February contains a notice 
asin Genie allowing the substitution, in part, of steam 
Y power for animal power on the tramway from 

wut. the Novelda Station to Aspe (Province of 


Alicante), under conditions which are stated. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of 20th February contains a notice 

calling for tenders, which will be opened at 
Telegraph Posts. 11 a.m. in the office of the Inspector-General. 

Chief of the Telegraph ‘Section of Posts and 
Telegraphs, Carretas No. 10, Madrid, 32 days after the announce- 
ment in the “ Gaceta,” but which must be presented not later than 
two days before the time named for the opening, for the supply to 
the department of 648 ten-metre posts; 1,620 nine-metre posts ; 
3,240 eight-metre posts; and 26,892 seven-metre posts, of pine 
injected with sulphate of copper by the Boucherie system, at the 
upset prices of 21 pesetas (about 12s. 2d.) ; 17 pesetas (about 10s.) ; 
14 pesetas (about 8s. 1d.); and 11 pesetas (about 6s. 4d.), for the 
respective lengths, prices being for posts placed on railway 
waggons in Spain. A provisional deposit of 5 per cent. on the 
amount of the contract at the upset prices is required to qualify 
any tender. Further particulars are given in the “ Gaceta.” 
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SPAIN—continued. 


The same “ Gaceta”’ contains a notice calling for tenders for the 
Electri supply of electric light for 20 years to the 
Bass gene towns of La Solana and Membrilla, province of 
Lighting Plant. | Mancha. In the case of La Solana the 
municipality require to be supplied with 2,000 candles and will pay 
6,000 pesetas (about 173/.) per annum as a maximum, whilst in the 
case of Membrilla the municipality require 1,250 candles and will 
pay at the rate of 4,000 pesetas (about 1161. ) per annum as a 
maximum. Further particulars are given in the “ Gaceta.” 


The ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid” of 21st February contains a Royal Order 
directing a fresh competition to be held for the 
construction of a telephone line from Gijon to 
Pola de Siero, on the same terms as before, no 
~ 301 having been received on the former occasion referred to on 

201 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 30th July last. The 
a « Geoeta ” further contains a notice calling for tenders in con- 
tormity with the Royal Order just quoted, to be presented 39 days 
from the date of the publication of the notice. 


Telephone Line 
Construction. 


The same ‘“ Gaceta” contains a notice calling for tenders, which 
Zinc Cylinders for will be opened at 11 a.m. in the office of the 
“Calland” Pile Chief of the Telegraph Section, Posts and 
’ Telegraphs, Carretas 10, Madrid, 30 days after 
the date of the publication of the notice, but which must be pre- 
sented not later than 48 hours previously, for the supply of 32,000 
zinc cylinders suitabie for the ‘“ Callaud” pile, at the upset price 
of 1,890 pesetas, or about 55/., per 1,000. A provisional deposit 
of 5 per cent. of the amount of the contract at the upset price is 
required to quality any tender. 

The ‘‘ Gacetas”” containing the above notices may be seen by 
those interested on application at the offices of the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





ITALY—SICILY. 


Adverting to the notice on p. 534 of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” 
of 17th December respecting the supply of a 


Supply of a steam flour mill and baker 
¢ y to the Municipality 
me gay of Palermo, H.M. Consul at Palermo now 


reports that representatives of a foreign firm 
made over on the 9th February to the Municipal Authorities « 
steam oven, on trial, after making full enquiry as to the kind of 
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plant is provided with electric 
With half a ton of coal, it 


bread in demand at Palermo. 
interior illumination and heat gauges. 
is said, six tons of bread can be baked. 


In connection with the same subject, the following telegram, 
dated 17th February, has been received at the Foreign Office from 


H.M. Consul at Palermo :— 


‘In reply to your telegram of yesterday’s date, tenders may 


still be presented.” 
ROUMANIA. 


According to the ‘ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce’ 


’ of 18th 


February. there is a good opening for iron har- 
A limited number of large 

landowners are beginning to see the advis- 
ability of cultivating their land in a more rational manner than 


Iron Harrows. rows in Roumania. 





heretofore. 


The “ Moniteur” gives a list of names of firms who, it is said, 
are willing to undertake the sale, in Roumania, of agricaltural 


machines in general, and iron harrows in particular. 


ear, 
‘ 


This list 


may be seen on application to the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 pm. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. 


EE EI 


to 1 p.m.). 





SIAM. 


The following is a copy of a telegram received at the Board of 
Trade from H.M. Consul at Bangkok :—- 

‘ Railway Department calls for tenders for 
luggage vans. 
opening of tenders 15th August; detailed 


Rolling Stock. 
128 (? ;, ‘ passenger car) lages, 
28 (?) goods trucks ; 


specifications by first mail.” 


BRAZIL. 


With reference to the notice which appeared in the ‘ Board of 


of 28th January 


Trade Journa 


last, the 


Board of Trade have now received through the 
Foreign Office, from H.M. Minister in Brazil. 
copy of the “Etoile du Sud” of the 5lst January, containing a 
French translation of the call for tenders issued by the Brazilian 
Government for the lease of the railway from Paranagua to 


Railway Lease. 


Curityba and its branches. 


Particulars of the conditions of tender as contained in the above- 
mentioned translation may be seen on application at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament 
Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


(Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 
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| ARGENTINA. 

With reference to the notice which appeared on page 8 of the 

‘Board of Trade Journal ” of 1st October last, 

ae yy appears from the “ Boletin Oficial” of 

{ Argentina of 18th January that a contract 

ul referendum has been made between the Director-General of 

‘Obras de Salubridad” and Mr. Pedro Bazan, engineer, for the 

construction of works for the supply of drinking water to the city 

of Rioja for the sum of 166,936-20 dols. national currency, or about 
15,8487. 

The “ Boletin” containing the above notice may be seen on 
application by those interested at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.). 


COLOMBIA. 

The British Vice-Consul at Bogotaé, in his recent report to the 
Foreign Office, writes as regards carpenters’ 
tools, &c., that the principal tirm in Bogota is 
French and deals exclusively in French goods. 
Any firms desirous of doing business in these articles should 
transmit to the Vice-Consul, or through well-known commission 
houses, catalogues, if possible, in Spanish. The Vice-Consul adds 
that he would do his best to distribute them in the most profitable 
quarters. 


In the same report, the Vice-Consul states that the kinds of 

cutlery principally imported into Colombia are 

Cutlery. cheap knives, known as ‘‘cuchillos de punta,” 

of the class of kitchen knives, short blades and 

pointed. ‘These are used for many and various purposes. ‘The 

rest of the cutlery trade consists almost entirely of machetes and 

hatchets of all kinds. 

Catalogues should all be in Spanish, and the prices given with 

each article. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,114.) 





Carpenters’ 
Tools. 





FORTHCOMING EXHIBITION. 
SPAIN. 


With reference to the notice on p. 252 of the ‘“ Board of Trade 
Agricultural Journal” of 11th February, respecting an 
Exhibition at Agricultural Exhibition at Cordoba, a despatch 
cr has been received, through the Foreign Office, 
from H.M. Consul at Cadiz, pointing out that 
over 200 foreign agricultural machines were sold at the exhibition 
held last year, and the people are now learning the advantages of 
these machines. The President of the Exhibition Commission is 
anxious that exhibitors from the United Kingdom should be as 
numerous as possible. 

Cordoba is the centre of the Andalusian railway system, and a 
junction with other Spanish lines. During May farmers and 
dealers assemble in Cordoba from all parts of the country, this fair 
being one of the best in Spain. 

It would therefore, says the Consul, be a good opportunity for 
manufacturers of agricultural machines to make them known in a 
country where any success might lead to a very great demand. 
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BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Colombia.—A report on the trade of Colombia for the year 19035 
has recently been issued by the Foreign Office, in course of which 
the British Vice-Consul at Bogota writes :— 

“There are representatives of British houses here who vnder- 
stand the requirements of the British market, and the British 
houses they represent are doubtless kept well informed of the 
trend of business. My attention has, however, been drawn to the 
question of plural representation. I suppose one Manchester 
house would not care for its representative here to be representing 
another Manchester house dealing in the same trade, and yet there 
seems apparently to be no objection to that same agent represent- 
ing a German house. It is quite natural that an agent should not 
inform his British house of the best way of meeting oe 
from Germany when he is, at the same time, representing a 
German house dealing in the very trade in question, and wien, 
added to this, that agent is also a German subject. 

“There is no tax on commercial representatives, as such, except 
in Manizales. Such taxes are levied by the Departments and 
municipalities. In some places a commercial representative 1s 
taxed the same as for opening an ordinary store. This tax is 
divided into four classes, judged according to the value of samples 
and not according to the business transacted ; it varies from 2d. to 
8s.a month. In Medellin, if a representative stays longer than 
six months, he is charged what is known as a ‘road tax.’” 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,114.) 


Mariupol.—The British Vice-Consul at Mariupol, in his recent 
report (Loreign Office, Annual Series, 3,115), writes as follows :— 

‘“ Owing to the high Customs duties and the progres< made in 
the home production of the goods which formerly found an inlet 
through Mariupol, the imports at this port are rapidly falling off. 

There is still, however, as I have pointed out in 
previous reports, a market for the various goods and articles 
employed by the many metallurgical and other industries estab- 
lished in the Donetz basin; the principal ones, which may be of 
interest to British exporters, are mining and other machinery, 
electrical machinery and appliances, wire ropes, tools, files, 
shovels, coke forks, silica bricks, crucible steel, copper, aluminium, 
graphite, &c. It is needless to say that business is most difficult, 
if not quite impossible, by correspondence, and the best plan for 
British manufacturers and exporters would be to have reliable 
representatives at such centres as Kharkoff and Ekaterinoslav, 
whence commercial travellers can call easily and often upon the 
various buyers. 

‘ British trade is somewhat handicapped, as compared with their 
German competitors, owing to lack of means of transport, whereas 
to the latter every facility is offered by the German Levant Line, 
which takes coods from any station in the interior of Germany 
at a through rate to all Azov and Black Sea ports. ‘The same line 
runs occasional steamers to these ports from Newcastie and 
Swansea, which, failing more direct communication, might be of 
some help to British shippers.” 
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TRADE OF NATAL IN 1908. 


With reference to the notice on p. 328 of last week’s issue of 
the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal,” the following information relating 
to the value of the trade of Natal for the year ended 3lst 
December, 1903, as compared with 1902, is based on statistics 
published in a supplement to the ‘ Natal Government Gazette ” 
for 26th January last. 


I.—Imports. 


The following table shows the value of the total imports of the 
principal categories of merchandise into Natal (by sea) in 1902 
and 1903 distinguishing Government stores and railway material 
and bullion and specie : — 
































































































Articles. | 1902, | 1908. 
Metals and manufactures of (includes agricultural £ | £ 
implements, bicycles, hardware, ironmongery, | 
machinery, sewing machines, §¢.) ... 1,666,000 | 2,284,000 
Provisions, exclusive of corn and dairy products 
(includes coffee, lard, meats, frozen and preserved, | 
jams, fish, hams and bacon, sugar, tea, vegetables, | 
farinaceous foods, fruits, condiments, salt, Fe.) ... 1,992,000 | 1,794,0C0 
Apparel, haberdashery, Xc. cats mallinery, hats, 
hosiery, slops, &ce.) ae ; si 1,685,000 | 1,838,000 
Corn and grain (includes rice) . ---| 606,000 | 1,380,000 
Wood and manufactures (incl udes cabinetw are) | 578,000 | 1,094,000 
Leather and manufactures (includes saddlery) 533,000 | 594,000 
Dairy products (includes butter and margarine, eggs, | 
cheese, condensed milk and ghee) 681,000 538,000 
Beverages (includes ale, spirits, wine and aérated waters) 524,000 457,000 
Stationery (includes books and paper) .. 210,000 268,000 
Oilman’s stores (includes oils and paints) 244,000 237,000 
Live animals | 326,000 236,000 
Woollen manufactures sas ane | 154,000 228,000 
Drugs and chemicals - _ one | 169,000 185,000 
Cotton manufactures cee ee ie ooo “| 240,000 184,000 
Soap and candles ... sei tea et she coe | 143,000 135,000 
Forage a ' — 60,000 132,000 
Carriages and carts Cinel udes motor veh icle 8). | 58,000 126,000 
Tobacco, raw and manufactured... wee | 257,000 118,000 
Instruments, musical, mathem: itical and scientific 93,000 113,000 
Jewellery and plated ware (includes clocks and watches) | 90,000 91,000 
Earthen, china and stone ware &c. sei vot 52,000 83,000 
Toys and fancy ware ‘a we se one soe | 53,000 80,000 
Cement sie wer pa 49,000 74,000 
Cocoa, chocolate and confectionery _— nae’ 107,000 69,000 
Railway and tramway material ... sion “e et 63,000 57,000 
Arms and ammunition a | 40,000 50,000 
Bags of all kinds 64,000 31,000 
Linen manufactures wie 31,000 | 11,000 
Other articles of merchandise including quods by y 
Foreign parcels post) ae ve 1,075,000 | 1,372,000 
Total merchandise ... £| 11,843,000 | 13,859,000 
Government stores and railway material - 1,201,000 859,000 
Stores for Transvaal Government and Repatriation 
Department as 124,000 294,000 
Bullion and specie... iis 2,339,000 | 1,156,000 
Imported as merchandise, but delivered free of duty | 
for military purposes 149,000 54,000 
Grand total ... rae £ | 15,656,000 16,222,000 
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Trade ¥) Natal in 1908. 


The following table shows the value of the total imports into 
Natal (by sea) for 1903 (exclusive of bullion and specie), as com- 
pared with 1902, distinguishing the various countries of origin :— 














From, | 1902, 1903. 
£ ra 

United Kingdom ... ia one _ vie .-. 8,254,000 8,560,000 
Other European countries... one one one esa 918 000 1,591,000 
United States of America... - set lien soc] ae 000 1.674,000 
OE is cats ila” ok 2 aa eee al re 
Australia... dam ~ nae a _ ..| 1,16°,000 | 826,000 
Cape Colony... 9 66. use eee, ese eee Sees, ~—s«d292,000 | = 225,000 
Mauritius... no va cas va cae ods 2,000 | 12,000 
New Zealand i vai al er a oie! 90,000 288,000 
Other countries... -- ‘ai ad i na | 1,091,000 1,438,000 

Total WME LAT Y neh £| 13,317,000 | 15,065,000 








It should be noted that both the above tables are exclusive of 
military stores imported as such. 

‘The values of free goods imported overland in 1903 (as com- 
pared with 1902) from the Orange River and Transvaal Colonies, 
Pondoland and Griqualand East, which are not included in the 
above tables are as follows :— 














— | 1902. 1903. 
| £ £ 
From Orange River Colony weet 27,000 | 36,446 
Transvaal ...| 54,000 | 42,692 
Pondoland ... al 11,000 | 5,387 
Griqualand East sed | 119,000 | 124,117 





The principal article imported overland from these places is 
wool, the value of which in 1903 was 19,7010. from Orange River 
Colony, 37,096/. from Transvaal, 593/. from Pondoland, and 
43,8631. from Griqualand Kast. The two last-named districts 
chiefly send live animals to Natal, the value for 1903 having been 
from Pondoland 4,132/., and from Griqualand Kast 54,5331. 


II.—Exports. 


The following table shows the values of the exports of Colonial 
produce by sea from Natal during the years 1902 and 1903 :— 
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Trade of Natal in 1908. 
eNeR Tr aS PET ie TD camer: man 
Articles. 1902. | 1903. 
git | 
£ wea se ; 3 SUL Se 77 | 
ibe: £ 
Coal (bunker and carzo) ... 9... eee tse, «818,000 =| «=: 302,000 
Wool (sheep’ ®) ions vai ile we = 247,000 | 292,000 
Sugar... 163,000 | 162,000 
Bark . ea 75,000 | 71,000 
Grain and flour 37,000 | 1,000 
Hides and skins __... ios son st sie 36,000 | 23,000 
Hair es and mohair) — = -_ ae cl 23,000 | 31,000 
Fruit, fresh . she a sae ae me ..-| 21,000 {| 15,000 
Tea ... w, 17,000 | 15,000 
Tobacco — 4,000 8,000 
ee oe", lak: idl 9,000 2,000 
Other articles of C oloni al produce sian ne soil 40,000 25,000 
{ 
Total ... ... | 985,000 | 947,000 
Among the “ other articles of Colonial produce” exported 1 


1903, may be noted coffee (2,228/.) and jams and jellies (1,960. ** 
In addition to the above there were exported overland (in the 

case of the Transvaal and Orange River Colony this is known as 

trade), under transit system and under convention, 


8,008,000/. worth of goods in 1903 as against 5,783,0002. in 1902. 


the ‘‘ overberg ” 


The value to the different destinations overland in 1902 and 1903 
was as follows (including non-Colonial produce, but exclusive of 


military stores) : — 








To. | 1902. 


x 
Orange River ey ome mo one on ... 309,000 
Transvaal... wi oe ima ; | 5,361,000 
Griqualand East 87,000 
Pondoland ... 23,000 
Basutoland ... 2,000 
Rhodesia 1,000 














1903. 


£ 


620,000 
7,239,000 


117,000 > 
26,000 
4,000 
2,000 
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COTTON CULTIVATION IN GERMAN COLONIES. 

‘The “ 'Tropenpflanzer ” (Berlin) for January, 1904, states that 
the German Colonial Committee, in the interests of the German 
cotton industry, is making every effort to establish and extend the 
cultivation of cotton in German colonies. 

As a result of the second year’s experiments in Togoland, 
considerable progress has been made in the expansion of the 
cultivation of cotton as a native industry, by the establishment of 
cotton markets and ginning stations. 

After quoting the latest results, viz., of the season 1902-3, 
given in the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 7th January, p. 11, 
and pointing out the improvement these showed compared with 
1901-2 results, caused not only by the large increase of price, 
but by the cheapened cost of ginning. and of land transport 
_ consequent on the use of draught animals, as well as of sea transport 
consequent on the diminished size of the bales by more advan- 
tageous facilities for pressing, the writer proceeds to remark that 
the produce of the crop, viz., 50,000 lbs. of cleaned cotton, was 
twice that of the previous season. New cotton fields have been 
opened up in Central and Southern Togoland; the factories are 
already engaged, although to a moderate extent, in buying the 
cotton. The “Deutsche Togogesellschatt ” was founded at the 
end of 1902, and will devote itself to cotton buying as well as to 
ordinary manufacturing. 

At the time of the organisation of the experiments in cotton 
cultivation in Togoland, an inspector of cotton was appointed with 
headquarters at Lome, with instructions to test, protect, and extend 
previous cotton-growing experiments; to take measures for the 
linprovement of the sorting of the qualities; to further productive- 
ness by cheapening land and sea transport, to open up new 
producing lands, to establish cotton markets and ginning stations, 
to distribute seed, gins, and bale presses, to regulate loans, to 
make arrangements “for caravans, and to hold cotton conferences 
with those persons interested in the cultivation. 

The expansion of the native cultivation of cotton in Togoland 
is slowly but surely being carried en. According to the latest 
reports, the prospects for this year’s crops in the Togo hinterland 
are favourable. Mr. Robinson estimates the harvest at some 
hundred bales. It is particularly worthy of notice that recent 
deliveries of Togoland cotton have been more highly valued by the 
3remen Cotton Exchange and the Textile Industry than the 
deliveries from the first crop. The native grown cotton from the 
Kpandu district was valued as highly, as regards quality, as the 
American fully good middling. 


At the time of the organisation of the experiments in cotton 
cultivation in German East Africa an inspector of cotton was 
likewise appointed with headquarters at Dar-es-Salaam. ‘The 
inspector, a successful American cotton planter, proceeded to 
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Cotton Cultivation in German Colonies. 





the Protectorate at the beginning of December, and the committee 
gave him the following general instructions :— 

1. To test former experiments, especially in the communes of 
Tanga, Pangani, Bagamoyo, Saadani, Dar-es-Salaam, Rufidji 
Mohorro, Mrogoro, Kilwa, Lindi, also of 'Tschaetzsch in Muhesa. 
Devers in Dar-es-Salaam, Wiedemann in Tanga. 

2. 'To protect and extend former undertakings, to take 
measures for overcoming possible destructors, to improve the 
sorting, to perfect production by cheapening land and sea 
transport. 

3. To open up new producing lands, especially in the districts 
of the Tanga-Muhesa and/or Mombo Railway, and of the Dar-es- 
Salaam-Mro ogoro and Kilwa Railway towards Lake Nyassa, in the 
districts of Rufidji, and also those of the British Uganda Railway 
‘under German rule. To encourage the trials made in the Nera 
district. 

4. To establish cotton markets and ginning stations, to distribute 
seed, gins, and bale presses. 

». To direct loans, and proposals for the establishment of 
possible improved methods of transport. 

6. To establish one or more places for cotton experiment 
and education stations, To arrange for the establishment of such 
stations, perhaps in conjunction with the existing communal 
plantations, by extra finaacial allowances from the committee in 
return for certain obligations, such as agreements by the planters 
for the betterment of the quality, manuring, &c., according to the 
arrangement of the inspector. 

7. To arrange for the use of animal power and/or the importa- 
tion of foreign animals. 

8. To hold cotton conferences with those interested in the 
cultivation. To participate in the agricultural exhibition at Dar-es- 
Salaam or Tanga. 

The communes of Bagamoyo, Dar-es-Salaam, Kilwa, Lindi. 
Mohorro, Mrogoro, Pangani, Rufidji, Saadani, Songea, and Tanga. 
and the following planters, John Both (Songea), P. Devers (Dar-es- 
Salaam), and C. Zschaetzsch (Muhesa), are awarded a bonus of 
150 marks (to a limit of 3,000 marks) by the Committee for everv 
hectare ordinarily planted with cotton within a year. The Com- 
mittee has, moreover, pledged itself to acquire all the cotton 
produced, and from the Ist January, 1904, to pay a price of 
30 pfennige per Ib. for cleaned cotton equal in quality to American, 
and 40 pfennige per lb. for cleaned cotton equal in quality to 
Egyptian. 

The Committee has fixed these prices in order to guarantee to 
the producers the security of a fixed price, which they will be able 
to obtain for their cotton under all circumstances. The Committee 
has, however. made it free for every producer to forward his cotton 

























































































Feb. naib 1904. ] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. - 305 





Cotton Cultivation in Gerinan Colonies. 


to the Committee, who will undertake the sale of it according to the 
valuation of the Bremen Cotton Exchange and the Textile Interest. 
at the best possible prices. The full return will be forwarded to 
the sender without deducting any commission, the Committee 
aliowing only for insurance, storage, &c., these being the necessary 
expenses. Since the German East Africa Line has granted to the 
Committee free transport for the cotton, it is to the advantage of the 
producers to transfer their cotton to the Committee, since the 
saving of. the cost of freight is granted to the sender. 

According to the most recent reports of the Protectorate, the 
extension of the cultivation of cotton is steadily increasing. ‘be 
cotton inspector estimates the land under cotton cultivation as 
five times that of 1903. The present crop is estimated as 
50,000 Ibs. Results up to the present show that Egyptian cotton 
is the most suitable for East Africa. The cotton from Egyptian 
seed in the coast districts are valued as equal to the best Egyptian 


cotton. 


For the next sowing time there have been sent to East 
Africa 30,000 kilogs. of Egyptian seed and 2,000 kilogs. of 
American seed, and to Togoland 12.000 kilogs. of American seed. 
Lhe number of ginning machines, bale presses and hydraulic 
engines delivered by the Committee is, for Togoland, 21 ginning 
machines, 12 presses, and 4 hydraulic engines ; for German Kast 
Africa, 24 ginning machines, 12 presses, and 4 hydraulic engines. 

The work of the Committee, as regards a_ possible cultivation 
of cotton in the other German Colonies, is restricted at present 
to the establishment of small cultivations in German South-West 
Africa and to the establishment of the utility of the cotton pro- 
duced for the German industry. It must not be forgotten that 
the German district of Benu is looked upon as a future cotton 
district, and that in German South-West Africa, the Northern 
districts, particularly those of Kunene and Okawango, are claiming 
attention as regards the cultivation of cotton. pending the opening 
up of these districts by means of railways. 


In reference to the same subject, the ‘“ National Zeitung 
of Sth February publishes a letter from Dar-es-Salaam _report- 
ing that the Expert’ sent out by the Colonial Economic her 
(see “Board of Trade Journal” of 10th December, p. 499), 
has just completed his first tour through the territories adjoining 
the coast, and has expressed the upinion that German East Africa 
is a cotton-growing country par excellence and especially adapted 
to the cultivation of fine Egyptian cotton. 

The trials initiated by Government and private enterprise have 
been productive of the best results, which have already led to 
the erection of central stations fitted out with gin machines 
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Cotton Cultivation in German Coloiies. 


and pressers. At the same time a fear is expressed that the 
cotton- growing area along the coast line will not suffice to render 
the industry productive, unless railways and roads are built to 
facilitate the development of an undertaking which promises to 
become one of the greatest value for the imports of the German 
Empire. 





TREATY PORTS OF CHINA, JAPAN, AND KOREA. 


With reference to the list of Treaty Ports and Ports opened to 
foreign trade by China, Japan and Korea, published in the 
‘Board of Trade Journal” for 28th January, p. 161, a further 

communication has been received from the Foreign Office, to 
the effect that the Ports of Osaka and Niigata should have been 
included in the Treaty Ports of Japan. In addition to these, and 
to the ports mentioned in the list above-noted, the following ports 
in Japan were in 1899 opened by the Japanese Government volun- 
tarily and not by Treaty, with a proviso that they should be closed 
at three months’ notice, when for any two years in succession the 
imports and exports together do not reach the value of 50,000 yen, 
viz. :— 

Fiaishiki, Hakata, Hamada, Isuruga, Kushiro, Misumi, Miyazu, 
Moji, Izuhara, Karatsu, Kuchinotsu, Otaru, Sasuna, Shimizu, 
Shimonosiki, Murecan,* Naha, Nanao (South Bay), Sakai, 
Shishimi, Takatoyo, Yokkaichi. 

Further, the following ports have been opened in Formosa :— 
In 1896. Kelung, Anping, Takao. 
In 1899. Gosai, Kakoko, Kiuko, Koro, Mekin, Rokko, 
Toko, Tosekko. 





IRRIGATION IN SIAM. 


The “Indian and Kastern Engineer,” in its issue tor January, sum- 
marises a report, issued by the Siamese Minister of Agriculture on 
the question of irrigation in Siam. 

The area chiefly concerned in the investigation is the lower 
valley of the Menan River, which constitutes the most closely 
populated portion of the kingdom. ‘The sweep of the south-west 
monsoon, which brings a rainfall of over 100 inches to the coast 
strip of Tenasserin and Pegu in Burma, is closed oft from the 
plains of Siam by the high mountain backbone which separates 
British Burma from Siam, and the rainfall of the Menam Valley is 
about half that figure increasing in amount in the eastern dis- 
tricts. 








* Only for certain goods which are cnumerated, 
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Irrigation in Siam. 


Rice is the chief crop in Siam, and is of prime importance to the 
State. It is, moreover, the staple food of the whole population, 
and it furnishes more than three-quarters of the value of the total 
exports from Bangkok. Irrigation and drainage then in Siam are 
to be considered mainly in their relation to the development of rice 
culture, particularly as the rainfall records, so far as they are avail- 
able, show that “in the lower Menam plain the rainfall in ordinary 
years, even in the most rainy month, is quite insufficient to satisfy 
the requirements of a properly growing rice crop.” 

The Siamese have not been by any means oblivious to the 
advantages to be derived from irrigation; a large number of 

‘klongs” (canals) having been cut to carry river-water to coun- 
teract the deficiency of rainfall. These canals are cut across the 
ridges by which the rivers are prevented from overflowing, and, as 
a rule, run in a direction about transverse to the main direction of 
the principal rivers; they interconnect the rivers, and their 
branches are very widely spread, and they have thus become the 
general means of intercommunication in Siam. The alignment 
and design of these works, however, are such that the water in the 
canals can only reach the fields in times of highest flood, and it is 
raised to the neighbouring fields ordinarily by elementary water- 
lifts, while in years of scanty rainfall, when naturally most wanted, 
the supply i in the klongs is most deficient. There i is, however, a 

conspicuous example of success even under the conditions at pre- 
sent existing. In 1889 the Government granted a concession for 
25 years to the Siam Canals Land and Irrigation Company for the 
construction of canals in the jungles between the Great Menam 
and the Nakon Nayok River. The company is now at work ona 
system of a total length of 1,200 kilometres, commanding an area 
of 240,000 hectares. The main canal “ Klong Rangsit ” connects 
the rivers Menam with the Nakon Nayok, and is closed at both 
ends by locks. Already more than half the area of jungle has been 
converted into valuable paddy-land, and the whole of the works 
will be finished in a few years, while the enterprise has proved a 
financial success. 

The writer of the report, after considering the question in all its 
aspects, comes to the conclusion that a perennial system of irriga- 
tion should be secured to the valley of the Lower Menam by the 
construction of a weir across the Great Menam, at Chainat, where 
it debouches from between low ranges of hills, with two main 
distributaries on the right bank and one main canal on the left 
bank. The weir would have a total length of about 200 metres, 
and among the special factors that have led to the suggestion of 
the Chainat site are the following :— 

The neighbouring quartzite hills could be used as quarries to 
provide stone for the weir (the river itself carries good quartz, 
sand and small! gravel). 
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Irrigation in Sum. 


From the vicinity of considerable hills, it may in all probability 
be concluded that a solid foundation ground will be obtainable, the 
more so as at some places in the vicinity solid rock crops out at the 
bottom of the river. 

A weir in the vicinity of Chainat would, better than one at a 
place lower down stream, secure the perennial supply of the Klong 
Makamtan, by which the Supan river takes off water from the 
Great Menam. 

A feature of this irrigation scheme is that all the main channels 
will be also required for navigation purposes, and the communica- 
tions of the channels with the Menam river and the sea are all to 
be closed, necessarily, by locks. 

Drainage does not take up very much space in the report, as the 
crops generally have suffered more from a shortage of water 
supply than from want of an adequate drainage system. The first 
necessity is considered to be an increase of water-supply, and the 
drainage may then be developed so that the lower areas will be 
improved. Shortly, the drainage systems wNl be developed on 
either bank of the Menam by the utilisation of the lower sections 
of the Supan river on the right bank and the Klong Bang Heer on 
the left bank. 

An incidental advantage from the development of the canal 
system will be the facilities which will be provided for supplying 
the capital, Bangkok, with good quality river water. ‘I'he present 
supply is drawn from the reaches of the Menam opposite the town. 

The area commanded by the project is considerably more than 
half the cultivated area of Siam, and so far as the area devoted to 
the growth of rice for export 1s concerned probably three-quarters 
of the whole of Siam. 

The first measure which the writer of the report 1s of opinion 
should be taken up, is the improvement of the existing klongs by 
the provision of locks in the lower part of the Menam plain to 
hold back their water from the river and the sea. The cost of 
this is estimated at 4,500,000 ticals, the main object being to keep 
the water now available on the land for a longer period, and thus 
extend the season available for rice culture. This outlay, it is 
said, would pay at once from increased direct navigation tolls. 

Commenting on the proposals contained in the report, the 
‘Indian and Eastern Engineer” remarks that the schemes which 
have been put forward do not in total capital cost represent a 
greater figure than is lost by failure of crops in one bad year, and 
there is every promise of great financial success from the direct 
returns which may reasonably be anticipated from a well-ordered 
scheme of irrigation development in Siam. 



















































Feb. 25, 1904.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 309 





PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


RUSSIA. 


The British Vice-Consul at Mariupol reports that it is now fairly 
certain that, in the near future, with the view 
of developing the manufacture of briquettes 
from the large amount of small coal to be found 
at all the mines in the Donetz basin, the 
existing high Customs duty (2. per ton) on coal-tar will be 
greatly reduced if not altogether abolished. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 3,115.) 


Coal-tar: Pro- 
posed Reduction 
of Duty on. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


With reference to notices which have appeared in previous issues 
“Standard Defi- of the “Journal” on the subject of legislation 
‘tiona” of P prohibiting the introduction of adulterated food- 
nitions” of Pure <tuffs into the United States, the Board of 
Foods and Drugs. yade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, 
of a copy of a Bill now before the United States Senate, fixing 

‘standard definitions ” of pure foods and drugs, and defining what 
are to be considered adulterations or misbrandings of the same. 

A copy of the Bill may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. ( Saturdays, 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.). 





TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 
AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the “‘ Commonwealth 
on of Australia Gazette” for 9th January, 1904, 
Decisions containing Customs Decisions (Supplement 
No. 18 to the Customs Tariff Guide) as 
to the rates of duty leviable on various articles imported into the 
Australian Commonwealth. 
The following are the pr incipal Decisions given therein :— 





Articles, and how classed. Rates of Duty. 





Fruit crystals, whether for use with aerated waters or otherwise— 


As confectionery, n.e.i. ... oad a ose ~ ins 2d. per lb. 
*Paper, oil, sheets— 
AS paper, n.e.i, oe cee ele oes oe | 15 % ad val. 


* Piece-goods.—Grandrill, definition of — 

A cotton shirting material having a hard face of a drill 
character and a soft reverse side. Grandrill has a white 
soft weft, which may or may not be raised, 

As piece-goods—Cotton and linen ... ote we ey 











* Revised Decision. 
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Tariff macnn and Customs seine lniatieini 





Articles, and how ciassed. Rates of Duty. 








Serum— 
‘** Bacteriological ” embraces all medicinally used sera possess- 
ing bacteriacidal and anti-toxin action — 
As drugs—Bacteriological products and serum .., Free. 
Sterilizing outfits—Consisting of dressing, water, and surgical 
instrument sterilizers— 
As metals, manufactures of, n.e.i. ove see _ ...| 20 % ad ral. 














TRANSVAAL. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the Committee’s report 
Bike to the Johannesburg Chamber of Commerce, 
Paeeerron dated 21st January, 1904, in which it is stated 

that the Transvaal Customs Department haye 
notified the following decisions as to the rates of duty leviable 
upon certain articles when imported into the colony : _ 





Articles, and how classed. | Rate of Duty. 
| 
on * EP ee RO ee ro omen 
Pumps and pumping apparatus, under item 139 of the Tariff | Free. 
Medicines for cattle, sheep, horses, poultry, as well as dips, | | 
under item 133 of the Tariff... wiki ef as teed Free. 


Kafir scarves and mats— 
Mats, under item 144 of the Tariff ... 


Scarves a 47 7 








PERAK. 


With reference to the notice published in the ‘ Board of Trade 
initial: Genurt Journal” on 31st December, 1903, p. 648, relating 
Dut xp to the Customs Tariff of Perak, the Board of Trade 
-# a. have now received, through the Colonial Office, 
eer a copy of N otification (No. 1,101) which was 
made by the Acting Resident, with the approval of the Resident- 
General, under section 3 of the “Customs Duties Enactment, 1898,” 
on 15th December, 1903. 

The present Notification cancels the duty of 5 per cent. ad valorem 
levied upon gold exported from the State of Perak under Notifica- 
tion No, 943 of 1903, and imposes, with effect from Ist January, 
1904, the following export duty in lieu thereof :— 

GoLp.—5 per cent. of the value of the export calculated at the 
rate of 4/. sterling per ounce, subject to a rebate of the amount, if 
any, whereby the duty so paid on any gold exceeds 5 per cent. of 
the value of the said gold as declared in a written certificate from 
such bank or other authority, as the Resident may approve. 
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snttiadi Changes and Customs henheectann 


ZANZIBAR PROTECTORATE. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the “‘ Adulteration of 
Regulations Produce Regulations, 1905” (No. 1 of 1903), 
which were issued by H.M. Consul-General at 

respecting the Zanzibar, on 7th October, 1903 

Adulteration of “Th eed can vd Meine 
eaten ‘The present regulations cancel those pub- 
lished on 15th August, 1894, whilst they provide 
that— 
‘No person shall falsify, deteriorate, conceal the inferior 
quality of, mix or add water or any foreign, superfluous, or 
“inferior substance with, or in any mode or way adulterate 
‘any cloves, copra, or dry cocoanuts, chillies, or any other 
‘ produce whatsoever, whether grown in Zanzibar or else- 
‘‘ where, and whether in its raw state or partly or wholly 
‘‘ prepared or manufactured.” 

Any person who sells, or offers for sale, or has in his possession 
for the purpose of sale or trade, or who shall export or aid the 
exportation of any such produce which has been so adulterated, 
will be liable to punishment and the adulterated produce will 
be liable to confiscation. 





ST. CHRISTOPHER-NEVIS. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Treasurer of St. Kitts- 
—— ane Nevis a copy of an Ordinance (No. 11 of 1903) 
Tariff which consolidates and amends the law relating 
to the Customs duties levied upon articles im- 

ported into the Presidency of St. Christopher and Nevis. 
The present Ordinance repeals previous Customs Ordinances 
affecting import duties, and imposes new rates from 1st January, 

1904, these being as follows :— 


SCHEDULE A. 




















| Rates of 
Articles. | Import 
| Duty. 
ae 2 3 
Aérated and mineral waters ... per dozen reputed pints | © 0 & 
Ale, beer, perry, cider and porter in ‘bottles, per dozen reputed quarts | 0 2 O 
» im wood.. ose .. pergallon | 0 O 8 
Almonds, currants and raisins, figs and prunes +d e. per lb. | 0 0 24 


Ammunition and fireworks ... ove per £100 ad valorem| 11 0 
Arrowroot, sago, tapioca and all similar starches and all | 


preparations of the same ... ene oe oe .. perlb, | 0 O Of 
Asses... oe el oe ie san each | 0 5 0 
Beef, salted or in ‘pickle oes oes ous . per 100 lbs.| O 4 2 
Bitters of all kinds per dozen ‘reputed pints; 0 2 8 


Brandy, not sweetened and not exceeding the strength of proof by 
Sykes’ hydrometer, and so in proportion for any greater strength 
than the strength of proof ‘ . per gallon 0 8 0 
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ST. CH RISTOPH ER-N EVIS—continard. 





Articles. 








Bread and biscuits, except fancy biscuits or swect biscuits or biscuits 
in tins, per barrel not exceeding 100 lbs. and other packages in like 


proportion... ove rh oe _ sat ove _ wil 
Bricks and tiles -_ oon see eee sos per thousand 
Butter ... pee See oe ose _ ove .. per 100 lbs. 
Candles, tallow ose one ose vee eee -. per Ib. 

- except tallow . we vai eee eas - 
Cattle... ons each 
Cement, per barrel not exceeding ‘400 Ibs. and other 

packages i in like proportion ees ove ove _ eee ses 

Cheese ... eee .. per lb. 
Cigars, if over the value or cost of 6s. per “oe fas per lb. 
Cigars, if of or under the value or cost of 6s, - 
Cigarettes _ ose roe tne — we per Ib. 
Coal, coke and patent fuel... coe «. per ton 

C ‘offee, cocoa and chocolate, when not ground or prepar ed per Ib. 
Cordials, liqueurs and sweetened spirits... sad ... per gallon 
Corn and wheat -_ ... per bushel 


Cornmeal, per barrel or bag not exceeding 196 Ibs., : ‘and other packages 
in like proportion 

Drugs (vegetable or mineral), chemical and surgical instruments and 
appliances not specially exempted hoe per £100 ad valorem 

Fish, dried or smoked .. os ooo per cwt. 
», pickled, viz. herrings, mackerel and other pickled fish, per 
barrel not exceeding 200 'Tbs., and other packages in like proportion 

Fish, salmon, per barrel not exceeding 200 lbs. and other packages in 
like proportion 

Flour of wheat, per barrel or - bag not exceeding 196 ‘Tbs., and other 
packages in like proportion ‘ 

Flour of rye, per barrel or bag not exceeding ‘224 ibs., and other 


packages in like proportion coe ove 
Fruits and vegetables, canned, tinned, bottle or otherwise 
preserved .... .. per lb. 


Gin, not sweetened, and not exceeding the strength of proof by Sykes’ 
hydrometer, and so in proportion for any greater strength than the 


strength of proof... - -_ ove _ ... per gallon 
Gunpowder and all explosives oe oc _ oe §6=—s PO. 
Gens § ss. eee en se ~~ coe soe each 
Hams and bacon _ _ iend _ vee ... per lb. 
Horses, over 14 hands ie’ wi we ie _ each 
under 14 hands we see oes 
Lard and its compounds _ ooo | per 100 Ibs. 


Lumber, viz.—Pitch pine, per 1,000 feet by superficial 
measurement of l inch thick ... 
" White pine, per 1,000 feet by superficial 
measurement of 1 inch thick ©... 
Spruce and hemlock, per 1,000 feet by 
superficial measurement 1 inch thick . 
Oxk, beach, elm, mahogany, hickory and all 
hard woods, per 1,000 feet by _—— 
measurement 1 inch thick 


Macaroni and vermicelli sae one sat 14 per Ib. 
Matches ... eos oe one _ . perg eross boxes or packets 
Mules... wale ios ba bas vo ini ove each 


Oats af siti - in one i” eee ... per bushel 








Kates of - 
Jmport 
Duty. 
gS 4 4. 
0 1 0 
0 & 4 
010 O 
0 0 Tk 
0 0O 8 
0 6 0 
0 2 © 
0 0 1 
0 5 O 
023 9 
0 2 9 
S 3 4 
0 0 IT 
0 6 O 
0 Oo 4 
So 23 ‘a 
1] O 6 
0 |] 8 
9 3 >? 
0 8 4 
0 6 O 
0 4 4 
00 Ik 
0 5 O ° 
0 0 8 
1 6 8 
0 0 If 
110 O 
010 O 
0 4 2 
012 & 
0 8 4 
0 1] 
; £4 ®d 
0 0 1 
0 0 4 
012 OU 
0 4 
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ST. CH RISTOPH ER- N iene 














Rates of 
Articles. Import 
Duty. 
£ s. &. 
Oil, castor, cod liver, and olive ase pes ove ... pergalion | 0 1 6 
,, all other, not being rock oil 01 0 
,. kerosine per case of 8 imper ial gallons 0 2 0 
Oilmeal, linseed meal, and cottonseed meal . per 100 lbs.; O 1 2 
Oleomargarine and similar compounds 0 5 6 
Onions and garlic, per barrel or bag not exceeding 120 Ibs. and other 
packages in like proportion . sie ian i 02 0 
Opium, bang, and gange oes one eal _ a per lb. 1 5 O 
Peas, beans, barley, and calavances.. oe .. per bushel 00 8 
Perfumery and a spirits, hair oil and pomades, per 100l.adval.| 25 0 9 
Pistols... - _ eee eos a each 013 4 
Pork, in pickle or salt.. - . per 100 lbs.; 0 4 8 
Potatoes, other than sweet potatoc 3, per barrel or + bag, not one 
160 Ibs., and other ee in like proportion... on 0 2 0 
Rice cee woe POF ‘112 Ibs. Ss =a 
Rum, not sweetened, ‘and not exceeding the strength of proof by 
Sykes’ hydrometer, and so in proportion for any greater strength 
than the strength of proof... owe oon ona ... per gallon se 
Sausages and tongues, notin tins ... ove eee «. per Ib. 0 O Ig 
Shingles, cedar and pine eee eo ove oie -«. per 1,000 0 2 38 
Cypress and Wallaba one - soe 9 0 5 0 
Shooks, for hogsheads, tierces or puncheons 7 ...each bundle} 0 O 4 
. with heads ... fr 
Soap, other than toilet or “fancy a ove ... per 100 Ibs.| 0 4 6 
Spars of Wood . “ ~~ _ per £100 ad valorem| 1t O O 
Spirits, sweetened... ... per gallon 0 6 0 
» not otherwise specified, not excecding the strength 
of proof by Sykes’ hydrometer and so in proportion 
for any greater strength than the ae of proof i 0 6 0 
Staves ... ... per 1,000 010 5 
Sugar, refined, ‘and preparations with sugar artificially 
incorporated in a notable proportion . per 100 lbs.} 0 2 1 
Sugar, unrefined soe one - 0 ll 8 
Tallow and grease ae ose per 100lb. ad valorem| 1t 0 0 
Tea poe eve .. peor Ib. 0 0 6 
Tobacco, viz., leaf tobacco, it in packages containing not 
less than 500 lbs. ... ; - 0 Oll 
Tobacco, leaf tobacco, in packages containing less than 
500 lbs. _ iti - 02 2 
Tobacco, manufactured ‘tobacco, including snuff .. ome - 0 21l11 
Vinegar ... ... per gallon 0 0 4 
Whisky, not exceeding ‘the strength of proof by Sykes’ 
hydrometer and so in proportion for — canal 
strength, than the strength, of proof 0 6 6 
Wine, including all flavoured and medicated w ine per £ 100 ad valorem 235 0 O 
Wood hoops per 1,200 pieces 010 5 
All goods not hereinbefore specified and not leaner by 
this Ordinance or by Schedules B and C.. per £100 ad valorem| 11 0 0 
SCHEDULE B. 
Animals, alive, including only goats, sheep, swine, poultry, 


turtle, and all sucking animals. 


Articles, or goods which are exported for repairs or alteration and 
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ST. CH RISTO PH E R- N EVI Beentioned. 


are subsequently re-imported, provided that notice of the intention 
to export such articles or goods was given to the treasurer at: the 
time of exportation. 

Baggage of passengers, containing apparel and articles of personal 
use. 

Books, printed pamphlets, newspapers and printed matter of all 
kinds, except copybooks, bill forms, invoice forms, and all other 
forms, Christmas, playing and visiting cards. 

Eggs. 

Fertilizers and manures of all kinds. 

Fish, fresh or on ice. 

Fruit and vegetables, not being preserved. 

Furniture, the property of persons coming to reside in the 
Presidency which is imported by them for their own personal use, 
and which has been in their use. 

Gold and silver coin and bullion. 

Ice. 

Maps and charts. 


Music, printed. 
Packages, viz.: boxes, barrels, crates and inner packages of all 


kinds, also packages and coverings (except butts, casks, puncheons, 
hogsheads, tierces and trnnks) in which goods are actually imported, 
if usual and proper for the purpose. 

Plants, shrubs and seeds of all kinds for planting. 

Salt. 

Specimens illustrative of natural history. 

Tombstones, tablets and railings for graves. 

Workmen’s tools and professional apparatus when brought by a 
passenger for his own use. 

SCHEDULE C.* 

Consular articles imported for the official use of the Consulate 
of any foreign country or place, provided a similar privilege in 
respect of similar articles is accorded by the laws and customs of 
such foreign country or place to His Majesty’s Consulate therein. 

Naval stores for the use of the Admiralty. 

Public worship and education. Articles specially imported for, 
viz.: Musical instruments of all kinds, lamps, bells, wines, and 
ornaments, and all furniture and articles to be used by the recog- 
nised denominations in the celebration of divine worship, and all 
goods admitted by the treasurer as imported for the use or repair 
of churches and chapels of recognised denominations and duly 
certified school houses. 

Steam engines and steam pipes, boilers and boiler tubes, fire- 
bars, and machinery, whether stationary or portable, for agricul- 





* The articles imported free of duty under this schedule may not be sold or 
otherwise disposed of without the permission of the Treasurer. 
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ture, irrigation or mining, and all necessary parts and appliances 
for the erection or repair thereof, or for the communication of 
motive power thereto, when not imported for sale, including all 
and every Ixind or description of machinery or parts of a machine, 
and all and every kind or description of apparatus to be used in 
any manner whatsoever for in or towards the manufacture of sugar 
and rum when not imported for sale. 

Stores of every description imported by or supplied for the use 
of His Majesty’s land or sea forces. military uniforms, accoutre- 
ments and equipments imported with the authority of the Com- 
manding Officer of the Defence Force for the use of any member 
of the said force; stores of every description imported by the 
Government for the use of the public service, or imported by any 
board constituted by law, and which in the opinion of the trea- 
surer are for the use of the public service only; and all goods 
imported by or supplied for the use of the Governor or Adminis- 
trator. 

Provided always that where any goods on which duty has been 
paid at the time of the importation thereot are subsequently sup- 
plied to or for the use of the Governor or Administrator or to or for 
the use of His Majesty’s land or sea forces, the amount of the duty 
on the goods so supplied shall be repaid out of the treasury upon 
the warrant of the Governor. 

Surgical instruments imported for his use by any medical prac- 
titioner and not exceeding 100/. in value. 

Triple effect for manufacturing sugar. all multiple effect 
machinery and materials, appliances and plant and parts thereof 
required to erect and enlarge or improve a factory wherein a 
multiple effect is installed. 

Provision is also made in the Ordinance for the free importation 
of goods, the produce of any of the Leeward Islands, and also, 
under certain conditions, of goods upon which duty shall have 
already been paid in any Presidency (except Dominica) of the 
Colony of the Leeward Islands. 





EGYPT. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 599-600 of the 
, . ‘‘ Journal” for the 24th December last, it is to be 
Classification of 
eadtiie Tame = ted that, according to the “ Egyptian Journal 
a a Officiel” for the 26th December, fine light 
shirtings (batiste) are dutiable, when the price 
exceeds 5d. per yard, at the rate of 8 per cent. ad valorem on the 
declared value, and not: on the valuation stated in the notice 
referred to. Similarly, printed sateens, mercerised sateens, 
jaconets, and linings are dutiable at the rate of 8 per cent. ad 
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valorem on the declared value, and not at the valuation stated for 


plain dyed cloths, sateens or black drills. 
Fine brocades are dutiable ad valorem, even when Turkey red in 


colour. 





EGYPTIAN SUDAN. 


A Supplement to the “ Sudan Gazette” (No. 55, December, 1903), 
Export Duties contains the text of the ‘‘ Preservation of Wild 
xp tai Animals Ordinance, 1903,” under which duties 
osm il are levied on the exportation from the Sudan of 
nent &c > certain animals, and of certain hides, horns, 
aT flesh, and other trophies of wild animals and 

birds. 

A copy of the “Gazette” containing this Ordinance may be 
seen by persons interested on application to the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament 
Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m 
(Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


SWEDEN. 


By a Law passed by the Swedish Parliament during the Session 
ies iat of 1903, particulars of which have been received 
gs whe tape at the Board of Trade through the Foreign 


Timber and Office, export duties were imposed on timber 





























Wood Paip. and wood pulp at the following rates :— 
| 
English 
were | Bates of Duty. Equivalent. 
ar = a] —~ . Sead 
Timber— | Ore. &. d. 
Round, hewn, sawn, planed or in staves! cub. metre 10 | 1,000 cub. ft.3 12 
Split or corded (for fuel) ad soll 5 " . 3 
Wood pulp— | 
Dry— | 
Chemically prepared ... _ --.| ton 50 | ton 0 6% 
Mechanically prepared cool 9p 30 “ 0 4 
| Half the Half the 
Wet yon ate ~— ins eee} yy 4 rutesimposed] ,, rates imposed 
m — ondry. |_ __on dry, 
GERMANY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
; ; translation of a recent Order of the Hamburg 

Classification of ao ‘ 
; Customs Authorities, according to which 

Automatic ° “ome ae 

mH automatic switchboard gas-igniting and ex- 
Gas-igniting, &c., ti sabes sand nas. Nae 
Piet inguishing apparatus, combined with clock- 
PP work, is dutiable on importation into the 
German Customs Union as “clockwork,” at the rate of 60 marks 
per 100 kilogs. (1/. 10s. 6d. per cwt.). 
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GERMAN Y—centinued. 


Information has also been received of certain alterations in the 
official tare rates which have been authorised 
by the Bundesrath for the purpose of levying 
duties under the Customs Tariff of Germany. 
These alterations, which take effect from the 1st April next, are as 
| follows :— 


Alterations in 
Tare Rates. 




















Tare Ratei in percentage 
Tariff ‘tiie Method of F eee. 
No. : — Packing. 
Old. | Ne 
| 
| | | 
6(e) 3b | Typewriters... Cases | 13 37 
10 (f) | Glass pearls (melted el ass), painted, | | 
| gilt, silvered ... os 19 11 
25 (i) | Spices of all kinds not specially 
| named .. eee ro tae ope Bales 4 | 5 
e 








FRANCE—FRENCH CONGO. 


The French ‘‘ Journal Officiel” for the 7th January contains the 
text of a Presidential Decree fixing the duty 
Export Duties. on certain products exported from the portion 
of French Congo not included in the Con- 
ventional Basin, as follows :— 





Ivory and caoutchouc... on ... 10 per cent. ad valorem. 
Earth-nuts, coffee, red and white copal, 
palm oil, palmetto nuts and sesame 5 - ™ 





FRANCE—GABOON. 


The French “ Journal Officiel” for the 7th January contains the 
text of a Presidential Decree modifying the 


Tariff 
~omai rates of import duty under Gaboon Customs 
Modifications. Tariff, as follows hei 
Tobacco, in the leaf, and “ Liamba” ... 20 frs. per 100 kilogs 
“Trade” guns without sights and not 
rifled (flint locks) ... aa --. 1 fr. each. 





BELGIUM. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 550 of the 
‘Journal ” for the 17th December last, relative 
to the ‘l'ariff treatment in Belgium of nets of 
Nets for Sea- ey a sae. 
haope cotton twine imported in pieces, the Board of 
Fishing imported ,;, 

rig “rare Trade are now in receipt, through the Foreign 
ae Office, of information to the® effect that the 

Revised Decision. : 
Belgian Minister of Finance, on reconsideration 


Classification of 
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of the matter, has decided that such nets may, in future, be 
admitted free of duty as “ nets and other apparatus for sea-fishing,” 
provided that it be proved to the satisfaction of the Customs 
authorities that the nets are bond fide intended for sea-fishing. 





SPAIN. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of 16th February contains a Royal Order 
notifying that the average rate of exchange 

tn noch rae ma of Exchange on Paris) during the 
- ; fa, — first fortnight of this month was 38°62 per 

— — . bl oms cent., and that the corresponding reduction 
— Ag © ™ in the rates of Customs duties payable in gold 

; during the second fortnight of the month 


will be 28 per cent. 





BULGARIA. 
lhe Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a 
copy of adespatch from H.M. Charge d’Affaires 
oo - at Sofia, a that an Act amending the 
senanee Bulgarian Tobacco Law was passed by the 
Sobranje in their last session, among the provisions of which is 
one imposing an export duty of 10 francs per 100 kilogs. on 
tobacco in the leaf, cut tobacco, or snuff. 


BRAZIL. 
The Brazilian “ Diario Oficial” for the lst January contains the 
Tariff Alterations. *°** of the Budget Law for the current year. 
Peegyenetor sani lect The following is a statement of the principal 
L. for 1904 alterations effected by this Law as_ regards 
oad ‘ import duties, consumption duties, surtaxes, Xc. 
1. The import duties on the undermentioned articles are in- 


creased— 





Former Present 

Rate. Rate. 

| Reis. Reis. 
Dried and salted meat (xarque), per kilog. 120 140 
Cattle sis wee aia » head 15 30 
Rice in the husk ... ae 5, kilog. 40 60 
husked sail si - es 60 90 


2. The duty on salt is reduced —_ 30 to 25 reis per kilog. 

3. A surtax of 10 per cent. (paper) is imposed on the registration 
charges (expediente) leviable on duty-free goods. 

4, A surtax of 2 per cent. (gold) is imposed on rice, barley (in 
the grain), bran, beans, and maize. (This surtax is independent 
of, and additional to, the special “ port tax” mentioned below.) | 

5. The consemption duties on certain alcoholic beverages are 


fixed at the following rates— 
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Reis. 


Amer :Picon, Bitter, Vermouth we litre... ye 


similar beverages 7 bottle ... 


: 0 E cabt ih Sabon 

Absinthe ; spirits from France, Jamaica, ( per litre ... 600 
Portugal, or the Rhine; brandy, cog-< ,, bottle... 400 
nac, gin, rum, whisky, &c. i a. eats 


6. The Government are authorised (as in previous budgets) to 
collect 25 per cent. of the import duties in gold. 


7. The Government are also authorised to levy additional duties 
for port works at Rio de Janeiro, at a rate not exceeding 2 per 
cent. (gold) upon the official import valuation, and at the same 
rate at other ports where similar works are being carried on ; also 
a duty at the rate of from 1 to 5 reis per kilog. of merchandise 
loaded or discharged, according to the value, destination, or origin 


thereof. 


8. Agricultural machinery and apparatus (including locomotive 
engines), chemical manures (including Chile saltpetre), barbed 
wire, and denaturated alcohol, are subject to a duty of only 5 per 
cent. ad valorem when imported by “agricultural _ syndicates 
organized in conformity with the Law.” 


9. The following alterations in the Customs Tariff are to he 
noted :— 


Tariff No. Reis per kilog. 

52. Cottolene, and other lard substitutes ... 500 

95. Malt an iio ns on si 40 

114. Hops pie ‘ise he bai di. 150 
124. Common beer— 

In barrel 7 ai ill ... 1,200 

In bottle on win a in |. 

159. Yellow and red ochre ... ia wr 100 

* 


358. Wooden chairs 


10. Stamped tinplates for the manufacture of tins for butter or 
lard are exempted from import duties when directly imported by 
the manufacturers. 

11. The Law further authorises the Government to modify the 
Tariff preferentially to an extent not exceeding 20 per cent. on one 
or more products in favour of countries which make concessions. to 
Brazilian produce, such as coffee. 

A copy of the “ Diario” containing the full text of the Budget 
Law (in Portuguese) can be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 


Branch of the Board of Trade. 


* The duties fixed by the Budget Law of 1903 for these articles are repealéd, 
and the previously existing duties under the Tariff of 1899 (for which see “ Board of 


Trade Journal” for the 5th February, 1903, p. 226) are restored. 
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ECUADOR. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 314—5 of last 
, as week’s “‘ Journal,” on the subject of changes in 
“Mie men the Customs Law and Customs Tariff of Sider 
. eer W the Board of Trade have now received, through 
and Sarit. the Foreign Office, a copy of the Ecuadorian 
‘Registro Oficial” for the 4th Nov ember, 1903, containing the 
text of the Law by virtue of which these changes were made, 
together with a translation of this Law. 

Further particulars will be published in the next issue of the 
‘Board of Trade Journal.” In the meantime, the Law and the 
translation thereof may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade. 

A fully revised edition of the Ecuadorian Customs Tariff, as in 
force on the Ist January, 1904, has also been received and may be 
seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch. 





PANAMA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a 

, translation of a Decree issued by the Provisional 

Export Duties = Government of Panama on the 24th December, 

on certain 1903, imposing export duties on certain metals 
Metals and Ores. 1.4 ores at the rates shown below :— 


f 23 per cent. on 
’ , : i the value of the 
Gold, silver, and platinum, in assayed vie a 2 EE ee 
ing and assay. 
Gold dust, platinum, and silver, not assayed ; 9 
gold and platinum in the form of jewel- 
lery, coined money, or in any other form, 
not specified 


per cent. on 
the value of the 
insurance. 


. 1} per cent, on 
the value of the 


insurance. 
In the absence of assay and tnsurance documents, duty will be 
levied at the following rates :— 


Gold and silver ore 


Dollars. 
Gold... a si wi ... gramme 0-024 
Platinum ae iii sal a a 0:02 
Silver ... ran xe nice - 0-01 
Ores (unw orked) sas nis ton 2°50 


Steamship companies are forbidden to take delivery of the 
articles referred to in this Decree unless proof be given of the 
payment of the above-mentioned duties. 








































— 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 


RUSSIA. 

The British Consular Agent at Ghenitchesk, in his recent report, 
makes the following suggestions in the interests 
of British shipowners:—‘“‘It has been the 
custom for several years now for British steam- 
ship owners to accept a clause in the charter- 
party when fixing their boats, reading: 

‘Merchants to do the clearances of the ship 
and to have also the preference for the loading and trim- 
ming’; consequently, having these privileges, the shippers 
make the stevedores appointed by the shipowners give them a 
share in the profits, because if they refuse to give the fixed 
percentage claimed by the merchant, their competitors accept. I 
know of a leading firm which gains on every ship from 101. to 151., 
besides 5/. 5s. for positively doing nothing, as it is the custom for 
the stevedore to clear the ships from the Custom-house. I was 
talking to a shipowner in London on this subject, pointing out to 
him these facts, but his reply was that if they decline to insert the 
clause in the charter-party the foreigners would. This I very much 
doubt, because the foreigners, such as Greeks and Italians, always 
do their business as a rule cheaper than the British, and they will 
be only too glad to escape this binding clause, which is detrimental 
to the shipping, besides placing the shipmaster at the mercy of the 
merchant, who thus has the entire control of the vessel as shippers’ 
agent and stevedore; and since disputes always arise about demur- 
rage, shortage of cargo, &c., the master is sometimes entirely 
powerless to protect the owners’ interests properly. I know ofa 
case last year, when, on the master refusing to accede to the mer- 
chant’s pretensions, the latter declined to pass through the Custom- 
house the quantity necessary for the clearance of the vessel, and 
she lost 24 hours, until I insisted officially and had the ship cleared. 

As there exists a strong competition in all the ports of the Azov 
amongst the stevedores, it would be advisable for British ship- 
owners to amalgamate and put a stop to this action on the part of 
shippers, by which — they would get their ships worked 


Azov Ports: 
Hints to 
Shipowners as to 
Charter-Party 
Clause. 


cheaper and better. Otherwise in the long run they will find that 
they are making a im mistake in allowi ing the merchants to 
succeed. in monopolising this trade.’ (Foreign Ojice, Annual 


Series, 3,115.) 





DUTCH EAST INDIES. 


A despatch has been received at the loreign Office, from H.M. 
Ports of Kaveli Minister at the Hague, reporting that the 
. hy age’! Dutch Minister of the Colonies announced in 
Pr 4 an tren 1 the “ Staats-courant” of 15th February, that, 
, or Tahhennns by Decree of the Governor-General of Nether- 
ot land India, the ports of Kageli and Saparoea, 

in the Residency of Amboina, are closed to general commerce. 
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MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 
GERMANY. 


According to statistics published in the “ Frankfurter Zeitung,” 
the output of pig-iron in Germany during each 


EAg:100R PYOER- Of tho: Jaat five years was as follows :— 














tion in 1903. 
Year. Quantity. 
Metric Tons, 

1899 __... ose eee ove sine one eve ve ane 8,143,152 
ek Pts rer <1 eee ee 8,520,510 
ee me vie dee “e wis ome - ea 7,880,081 
Bee | ees vid se ‘0 whe ma sis hoe ied 8.402,660 
1903... oti nee oe i son wis wit a 10,085,634 








FRENCH WEST AFRICA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
from H.M. Ambassador at [aris, statistics 


sapere extracted from the “‘ Journal Officiel ” concern- 
Concessions os al tail renee oe 
Granted ing mining concessions issued up to Is 
October, 1903, in French West Africa (Sene- 


gambia, Niger, French Guinea, Ivory Coast). 

These statistics may be seen by persons interested on application 
to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 19 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


FRANCE—INDO-CHINA. 


H.M. Consul at Pakhoi, in his report to the Foreign Office (Annua! 


Serves, 5,117), states that an iron mine is being 


Working Mines orked in the province of Thainguyen, one of 





of Iron and iron and manganese in Phu-lien, and one of 
Antimony : . wey 

Mining Claims antimony in Quangyen. 
aning ’ He adds that 49 mining claims have been 


registerec, namely, 12 for coal; 20 for gold, mostly in Hoabinh 
province; 4 for copper, in Vanbu, Thainguyen and Yenbay; 2 
for iron in Quangyen; and 7 for tin and other metals. Deposits 
of nickel have been discovered in the province of Tuyenquang, and 
of coal at Muong Pan in the Upper Laos. ; 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


According to a Memorandum drawn up by the Commercial Attaché 
Navhtha to H.M. Embassy at Berlin received through 

P th the Foreign Office at the Board of Trade, an 

a Po article of interest in connection with the Bagdad 
Bagdad Railway. Railway has appeared in the technical ‘“‘ Maga- 


zine of Practical Geology,” which embodies part of a pamphlet by 
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Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 











Doctor Paul Rohrbach on the subject of naphtha in the territories 
through which the line is to run. The article is summarised 
thus :— 

A broad zone, lying between the Persian frontier mountains in 
the region of the Lower Sab, and stretching in a south-westerly 
direction over the Tigris and Euphrates into the Arabian Desert, 
including Kerkuk, Tekrit (on the Tigris) and Hit (on the 
Euphrates), appears to be full of bitumen, caphtin and carburetted 
hydrogen gases. ‘The inflammable exuding gases near Baba 
Gurgur, and the naphtha springs at Kerkuk are more abundant 
than those in Russian Transcaucasia, on the Apscheron Peninsula, 
before borings were commenced. The importance of this fact is 
evident when the Bagdad Railway passes through this district 
close to rich petroleum wells. 

This naphtha supp'y will be all the more important for the 
Bagdad Railway, seeing that the supply of coal along the line, as 
far as yet explored, appears to be inconsiderable. The lar gest coal 
supply is in the neighbourhood of Eregeli, north-west of the 
Alican Taurus on the River Chabur, which joins the Tigris above 
Mosul. 





UNITED STATES. OF AMERICA. 


The American Iron and Steel Association has received from the 
— manufacturers statistics of the production of 

Production 0 all kinds of pig-iron in the United States in 
Pig-iron in 1903. 999 7 

According to the “Bulletin” of the Association for the 
25th January, the total production was 18,009,252 tons against 
17,821,307 tons in 1902, 15,878,354 tons in 1901, and 13,789,242 
tons in 1900. The following table gives in half-yearly periods 
the production of pig- -iron in the last four years :-— 











} 








Periods, | 1900. {| 1901, | 1902 | 1903. 

| Tons. Tons. Tons. | Tons. 

First half... mu .. 7,642,569 7,674,613 8,808,574 | 9,707,367 
Second half... vee eee! 6,146,673 8,203,741 9,012,733 | 8,301,885 
Total ... .... 18,789,242 | 15,878,354 | 17,821,307 | 18,009,252 











The chief pig-iron producing States in 1902 were Pennsylvania, 
8,211,500 tons ; Ohio, 3,287,434 ; Illinois, 1,692,375, and Alabama, 
1,561,398 tons. 

Of the total iron produced last year 504,757 tons only were 
made with charcoal as fuel; 927 tons with mixed charcoal and 
coke; 1,911,347 with coke and anthracite coal, and 15,592,221 
tons with bituminous coal. 
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The division according to classes of iron made in 1902 and 1903 
was as follows :- — 





—— * 1902. 1903. 
i 

Tons. | Tons. 
Foundry and forge iron ied ie a ...| 5,176,568 | 5,785,957 
Bessemer pig ... -_ - pee ee ...| 10,393,168 9,989,908 
Basic pig ss see es ...| 2,088,590 | 2,040,726 
Spiegeleisen and ferromanganese aie wha sel 212,981 | 192,661 
Total os. au ens, eee, ee!-:17,821,807 | 18,009,252 


| 


The stocks of pig-iron which were unsold in the hands of 
manufacturers or which were under their control at the close of 
1903, and were not intended for their own consumption, amounted 
to 591,488 tons, against 49,951 tons at the close of 1902, and 
70,647 tons at the close of 1901. 

The whole number of furnaces in blast on 31st December, 1903, 
was 182 against 307 on 31st December, 1902, and 266 on 
3lst December, 1901. 








YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


FRANCE—INDO-CHINA. 
In a report on the affairs of Indo-China, by H.M. Consul at 
c ‘ Pakhoi, it is stated that one of the three Tonkin 
otton Spindles —_ , om , . 
pe yarn mills is increasing the number of its 
Nati spindles from 20,000 to 35,000. 
ative Labour. "gee r aed : 
n comparing the Annamite workmen with 
the Indian, the manager of one of the mills describes the former as 
more tractable and enduring, and equally skilful, but complains of 
the difficulty of retaining them for any length of time; 2,000 
hands having passed through the mill in two years. Taking 
everything into account, he considers native labour little or no 
cheaper than Kuropean. The native raw material is also but very 
little cheaper than that imported from India; the Thanhoa cotton 
costing at Namdinh 22 dols. per 60 kilos., against 23 to 24 dols. 
for Indian, but there is 14 per cent, less waste in the use of the 
former. It is understood the requirements of the mills are at pre- 
sent supplied from Indian and local sources in about equal 
quantities. (Loreign Office, Annual Series, 3,117.) 


MEXICO. 
The report of Mr. Biorklund. Clerk to H.M. Legation at Mexico 
City. recently issued by the Foreign Office, 
Cotton Industry. states that the importation of raw cotton into 
Mexico in 1902 exceeded by far that of any of 
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Yarns and Teatiles. 


* 












the five previous years, not only in quantity but also in value. 
‘Though the amount in 1901 was so very much below the average 
for tne quinquennial period, it was due in a great measure to the 
closing of a number of factories in various parts of the Republic, 
but in 1902 after the stocks became exhausted, and in view of the 
steps taken by the Mexican Government to give a greater impulse 
to the industry, by allowing the free exportation of cotton goods 
of home manufacture, several of the large factories began to 
work again. The amount of raw cotton imported into Mexico in 
1902 was 292,036 cwts., of which nearly one half (136,000 cwts.) 
was received during the last three months of the year. 

The official returns for 3lst December, 1902, show that 134 
cotton mills (including stamping, weaving and spinning) were in 
active operation, as against 124 on the last day of the year 1901. 

The amount of the production from these factories can be 
seen at a glance from the following figures drawn up from official 
statistics :-— 














| } | 
— | 1898. | 1899. |; 1900. | 1901. | 1902. 
| 
Factories in operation No.| 118 137 149 | 124 | 134 
Consumption of rawi | 
material ...Kilogs.|25,946,459 (27,050,516 30,582,607 |28,768,664 |27,480,238 


Pieces of 30 metres pro- | 
duced ...  ...  No.| 9,875,764 |10,782,349 |11,802,986 |11,056,073 |10,721,848 
Yarn produced ...Kilogs.! 1,721,612 | 1,827,196 | 1,930,749 | 1,882,534 | 1,703,557 








Workmen... ... No. 21,960 25,761 | 28,617| 25,668 17,201 
Looms «1 | 14,759 16,335 | 19,0836! 17,725.| 20,124 
Spindles... ... ,, | 491,443 | 526,308 | 612,939 | 554,880! 627,800 


| 








In the greatcr number of the factories the old looms and 
spindles are being replaced by those of more modern styles. In 
ail the factories women are employed to sort out the raw cotton 
and to attend to the looms, and the men and boys are occupied in 
those portions of the factories where heavier manual labour is 
required for the machinery, &c. 

The number of square yards of all kinds of cotton piece-goods 
imported into Mexico during the five years 1898-1902, was as 
follows :— 











_— No. of. Square Yards 
. imported. 
1898... as oe sie ~ ab oe oes 47,330,000 
1899... ee ie al ose Set alee onal 49,029,863 
1900... _ _ _ one on one see 42,599,263 
1901 ... _ wt io — _ gee _ 27,387,122 
1902... sme in ek ae nae ie oe 28,843,454 





(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,112.) 
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AGRICULTURE. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
Gere Pelees from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
the week ended the 20th February, were as 


follow :— 
Wheat ... sos see woe 268. 11d. 
Barley... vee ose cco ae | 46. 
Oats ve we 168. Od. 
For further particulars see 2p. 381. 


A statement is published on p. 382, showing the quantities of 
Imports of Agri. he various descriptions of agricultural produce 
po ae = " ~an imported into the United Kingdom during the 

Ce. week ended the 20th F ebruary, 1904, as well 


as of the imports during the corresponding week of 1903. 





BRITISH WEST INDIES. 


The “ Agricultural News” (Barbados) of 28th January contains a 
; report of a recent discussion by the Trinidad 
Fruit Industry Chamber of Commerce, on the d b- 
for Trinidad. | ee Se SS ain 
lishment of a fruit industry in that island. 

A West Indian syndicate, it appears, has, for several months 
past, endeavoured to foster the fruit trade of the colony. ‘The 
syndicate received fruit from the country, paid for it on the 
spot, and shipped it to England. Unfortunately, when sold in the 
English markets, the fruit did not cover the cost of purchase, 
packing, and other expenses. In the initial stages of this enter- 
prise, it was inadvisable to reject any fruit sent in, and, in conse- 
quence, a good deal of it proved to be unmarketable. The result 
was a loss of about 2,200/.; this, however, in the opinion of one 
of the speakers, had been spent on the education of the people of 
Trinidad. 

The general feeling of the Chamber was that there were great 
possibilities for a fruit industry as thriving as that of Jamaica 
(which produces an annual profit of several hundred thousand 
pounds), provided it could be assisted through the initial stages. 

The first step would be to establish regular plantations, as near 
as possible to the railway and shipping ports, and thus to ensure 
the growth of large quantities of fruit, capable of being dclivered, 
within 24 hours of picking, on board the steamers at Port-of- 
Spain. 

The second condition of success would be a weekly, instead of 
fortnightly, service of steamers, with better facilities for storage. 
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Agriculture. 





RUSSIA. 


With reference to the notice published in the “ Board of Trade 
Seed Journal” of 7th January, p. 8, the following 
negate teen report on the Seed Fair at Warsaw, drawn up 
Fair at Warsaw. 1, H.M. Consul-General in that city, has been 
received at the Board of Trade, through the Foreign Office :-— 

‘Little business was done this year at the Seed Fair, partly on 
account of the bad harvest of last year, and partly on account of 
the disturbed money market in consequence of the events of the 
Far Kast. 

“The demand for clover, of which the harvest has been a failure 
for three years in succession, exceeded the supply, and prices were, 
therefore, very high; for the other seeds the demand was very 
small. 

“Of the quantities which changed hands at the fair no informa- 
tion is obtainable ; the prices paid were as follows :— 

£ a 4. Ss & «& 


White clover ... wee oe ee ee ee per quarter. 
Red clover... os | ao 2. b>... 2a 5 36 a 
Mymothe grass ‘ie: TOE “aa a ae 


(Phleum palustre) 


Rye grass 114 2 — ie 
Vetches 11 14 0O — ™ 
Seradella 0 211 — Pr 
Lupinus 0 9 9 to 012 2 Pe 
Peas L. £4 Sew 8:98 a 
Potatoes 7.26. Bice A. 2 oe as 
Oats 0 6 0 , O 7 5 per cwt. 
Barley 0 6 0 0 7 0 e 


’ — ‘ 

‘There were some good exhibits of agricultural machinery and 
implements, most attention apparently being attracted by incu- 
bators.” 





FRANCE—INDO-CHINA. 


The report on Indo-China, by H.M. Consul at Pakhoi, gives 
Phosphat particulars of some experiments in using 
ee phosphates on rice land which were made in 

N Phage Tonkin in 1902. ‘Two lots of land were 
ative Manure. selected, to one of which 300 kilos. of phos- 
phates were applied, and to the other the ordinary native manure. 


The results were as follow :— 








—_—_—— | Paddy. Straw. 

in eee Reel vat ne nota’ Lesa, © debe. ch pate oBectenase ¥. eabt aed kad 
Lot No. 1 yielded sa oe is one onl 2,380 | 4,160 
2 se one on one 1,730 | 3,060 


99 99 
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Agriculture. 











FRANCE—SOMALILAND. 

After deducting 24 fr. for the cost of the phosphates, the net 
gain in favour of Lot No. 1 on the paddy alone was about 30 dols. 
The natives are said to have been considerably impressed by these 


results, and to have made enquiries with a view to purchasing this 
manure. 


A French and an American plough were recently tried for pre- 
paring rice land and are thought likely to 
Foreign Ploughs. prove much superior to the native implement, 
both as regards economy of labour and the 
effects on the soil. The natives took readily enough to their use, 
but they are, of course, only suitable on large holdings. 


A mission, for which a credit of 50,000 dols. has been granted, is 
to be appointed to report on irrigation and the 
best way of utilising the waterways of the 
country. The head of the mission is to be 
selected solely for his fitness without: reference to his nationality. 


Irrigation 
Commission. 


The grants to agriculture from the local budgets appear to amount 
to some 430,000 dols. a year. (Foreign Office, 


Bounties to | rey 
Agriculture. Annual Series, 3,117.) 





MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 18th February, 1904, 
Cotton Statistics. was 81,925 and the number imported during 
the 7 weeks ended the 18th February was 
667,397. As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended 
the 18th February, 1904, 16,089 bales, and for the 7 weeks, 
104,520. 
For further details see p. 381. 


BRITISH INDIA. 

Sundry samples of oil seeds, dye stuffs, drugs, tanning materials, 
fibres, &c., produced in the State of Baroda, 
received by the Commercial Intelligence 
Bureau, Ltd., have been courteously placed at 
pig Nt the disposal of the Board of Trade Se commnnte' 

"Intelligence Branch by the institution named, 
and may be seen by those interested at the Temporary Enquiry 
Office of the Branch, 49, Eastcheap, E.C. These samples have 
been examined at the Imperial Institute, and the reports relating 
to them are also on view. 





Samples on View 
of Sundry 
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Miscellaneous. 





ORANGE RIVER COLONY. 
The ‘‘ Government Gazette ” of the Orange River Colony of 15th 
Wireless January, publishes the text of an Ordinance 
imme entitled the ‘“ Wireless Telegraph Licensing 


Telegraph = Ordinance, 1903” (No. 47 of 1903), which has 


Licensing been assented to by the Governor of the 
Ordinance. . 
Colony. 





The Ordinance provides that :— 

| 1. No person shal! establish or use any apparatus or installation 
for the transmission of messages or other communications by 
means of electrical energy without the aid of wires without having 
previously obtained a license. 

2. (1) It shall be lawful for the Lieutenant-Governor to authorise 
the issue by the Colonial Treasurer of a license for either of the 
purposes mentioned in section 1 and to revoke the same at any 
time ; and there shall be payable in respect of sach license the sum 
of one hundred pounds. 

(2) Every such license shall be deemed to be granted upon such 
terms and conditions as the Lieutenant-Governor may from time 
to time by proclamation in the ‘‘ Gazette ” prescribe. 

The third clause establishes penalties for the contravention of 
the Ordinance. 








BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA. 


~The Board of Trade have received a copy of the ‘‘ Patents, Designs 
and Trade Marks Ordinance, 1903,” of the 
British Central African Protectorate which 
was enacted by the Acting Commissioner of 
that Protectorate on the 4th December, 1903. 

The Ordinance provides that the procedure in obtaining or 
opposing or extending the period of, or amending or revoking the 
grant of a patent, and in registering or opposing or amending 
the registration of a design or a trade mark, shall be that in force 
in England under the Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks Acts, 
1883 to 1901, or under any statute amending or substituted for the 
said statute. 


Patents, Designs, 
and Trade Marks 
Ordinance. 





FRANCE—INDO-CHINA. 


H.M. Consul at Pakhoi reports that the Government of Indo-China 
npeaetinans is supporting a scheme for establishing in 
fin g Annam a sugar refinery capable of treating 
9" 50,000 tons of sugar a year. It is proposed to 

levy an excise duty of 5 fr. per 100 kilos. on the output of this 
factory. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,117.) 
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Miscellaneous. 





SOMALILAND PROTECTORATE. 







[ Feb. 25, 1904. 


———e 


The following table, showing the value of the imports and exports 


into and from 


the Somaliland Protectorate 


























in 
be = 03 through the ports of Zeyla, Berbera and Bulhar, 
: , Karam and Hais, is taken from the report* of 
the Acting Commissioner for the year 1902-03 :— 
rer 1900-01. | 1901-02. | 1902-03. 
| 
Zeyla. Rupees. Rupees. Rupees. 
Imports... 30,70,577 25,45,200 15,40,939 
Exports... _... 32,389,919 26,90,813 17,61,076 
Berbera and Bulhar. 
Imports... 28,38,776 27,82,422 28,82,414 
Exports... 21,50,403 | 25,43,216 |  22,72,233 
Karam. | 
Imports... 6,548 9,919 | 24,499 
_Exports... 10,020 8,635 | 21,986 
Hais. 
Imports... -— — 1,46,849 
Exports... — — 97,283 
| indian 
Total imports ... 59,15,901 53,37,541 |  45,94,701 
Total exports... .. 54,70,342 | 52,42,664 41,52,578 
Total trade ..!  1.18.86,243 | 1.05.80.205 87,47.279 











* Africa, No. 2 (1904). 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
A despatch has been received from H.M. Ambassador at Washing- 
ton enclosing copy of a Bill laid before 





A sa << Congress for amending Section 4,952 of the 
ra cers ox ' United States Revised Statutes on the subject 
of copyright. 


The copy of the Bill may be seen by persons interested on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


COLOMBIA. 
In his report for 1903, the British Vice-Consul at Bogoté states 
that a Law with regard to free contracts in any 
currency (libre estipulacién) has been passed 
by the Colombian Congress. The real title of the 
Law is “ for the regulating of the monetary system and the redemp- 
tion of the paper money.” Its principal features are as follows :— 
The monetary unit of the country to be the gold dollar of 1,672 
milligrammes of weight and ‘900 fine, 7.e., the gold dollar of the 
United States of America. 
The gold coinage of other nations may circulate freely, as well 
as silver coins °835 and -900 fine. 
Future issue of paper money, whether by central or depart- 
mental Governments, absolutely prohibited, both in times of peace 
and war. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,114.) 





Currency Law. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Nomber of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 7 Weeks ended 18th February, 1904. 






































Week ended | ‘ = | Week ended a boing 
a 18th Feb., 18th Feb | 18th Feb., — 
1904 eb., 1904. 18th Feb., 
’ 1904. | 1904. 
| 
IMPORTS. | EXPORTS, 
(Bales.) | ( Bales.) 
| 
] 
No. No. | No. No. 
American eee eee ons 50,126 524,896 || 13,207 73,577 
i ae 8,545 25,900 || 150 2,352 
East Indian ... wee one 1,487 14,394 || 710 6,970 
Egyptian... aa i 19,939 95,644 || 1,895 20,863 
Miscellaneous eee oes 1,828 6,563 || 127 758 
a ae 667,397 | 16,089 104,520 











Corn Prices. 

Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 20th February, 1904, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn 
Returns Act, 1882. 





Average Price, 





Wheat, Barley. Oats. 








re a”  « 8. 
Week ended 20th February, 1904 26 11 | 22 7 16 


oo” 


Corresponding week in— 





ds es ty Me) | a ee 2S ee ae 
Rs i ake ied: A ee... BT ee 
ea ua - lm Cd a OP ee ee eee 
Ce ae. ae | ot a? ak ee ee eee Se ae 
Sh is et ae’ ee ee ee ee eee ere 
MR de 2:0 “a we we tik Bee 2 a eee 
“ee aa ae eee ey ee ee 





| 





* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the 


Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 


Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
20th February, 1904, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 




















Week ended | Correspond- 
cee ttn 20th Feb., ing week 
1904. in 1903. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... eee Number. | 10,050 5,449 
Sheep and lambs ... “_ + | ” | 8,675 2,814 
Swine see eee ece eee eee! } er = 
re ee ae baal . | 451 591 
Fresh meat :— | 
Beef... eee eee ece eee ee Cwts. 101,152 61,634 
2 on eee eee eee eee ee +B 70,134 57,432 
or aa an me ee 18,468 | 18,299 
Salted or preserved meat :— , | 
Bacon es dee Pi cade fae Cwts. 112,978 | 106,536 
Beef vee " 2,399 2,992 
Hams eee eee eee eee 99 26,973 22,278 
Pork ° eee eee eee eee 9) 5,951 3,035 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... at 10,905 15,486 
Meat,preserved otherwise thanbysalting a 17,299 12,100 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Butter... eee — _ mee Cwts. 76,461 81,461 
— eee ece eee eee 59 gee 18,138 
eese _ fail sia lies me . 3,738 20,944 
Milk, fresh,in cansordrums ...__... : ‘106 ‘609 
» cream ove ove cee ° 9 117 1.0 
3» condensed ... a se i 9 17,057 14,951 
» preserved, other kinds ... de am 324 76 
P sy eee cece eee eee sce ee Grt. Hundr. 305,009 294,713 
eager  trerd ip eerie Silecte og “oot }| 29,024 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) in Cwts, ny 1 5,109 
Lard eee eee eee eee ee 4] 528 30 188 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— ™ 
Wheat... ae ove -™ i Cwts. 1,280,300 1,448,904 
Wheat meal and flour ... <r - 478,500 256,156 
Barley pee sae dia sit i i. 636,300 396,095 
Oats mn a pe wn i “ 274,600 161,902 
—_. ee eee see eee ee >” 24,800 24,459 
eee eee eee eee ee 19 030 26,650 
plate or Indian com : 851,600 | 828,778 
ruit, raw :— 
Apples .. .. one a m Cwts. 107,752 65,740 
Apricots and peaches ... .. «. » 713 23 
—— occ eco _ 2 - Bunches. 69,065 68,184 
Lerries eee eee eee eee ee Cwts, — — 
Currants eee eee eee eee ee 99 — — 
Gooseberries ee eee eee ee ” — — 
Grapes... eee os m ” - 117 461 
Lemons eee eee eee eee ee bb) 24,053 21,268 
Oranges eee see ece eee ee ”? 163,034 213,139 
— eee eee eee CTY) ee 9 106 489 
ums eee eee ee ece eee 130 16 
Strawberries eee eve ece ce- : aan a= 
Unenumerated ... 2. ese ans 9 1,941 1,841 
Hay eee ee ece a eee ee Tons, 3,384 2,349 
Straw ese eee eee eee eee ee f9 2,11 1 1,495 
Hope ... en aoe ine _ a Cwita. 7,303 710 
Locust beans... eee see osé we 4,180 8,967 
Vegetables, raw :— “i 
Onions eee eee . eee ee Bushels. 165,846 182,592 
ee. eae eee eee eee ee Cwts, a a 
Unenumerated .. 1. «2 «| Valued 11,571 9,127 
Vegetables, dried vee ‘iin divs al Cwts, 4,014 3,042 
Preserved by canning ... eee ee ” 5,104 5,615 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of January, 1904, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost in the present instance 
of 84d. per copy, either directly cr through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, 
London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver 
& Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, 
Dablin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1902, in two 
volumes, may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 11d. for the first, 
and 5s. for the second volume, at any of the addresses 
enumerated above. ‘This publication, which contains much more 
detailed and exhaustive information than can be given in the 
Monthly Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1898-1902, 
and detailed statements of imports and exports of each article 
(from and to each country), and in the second volume details 
as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, transhipments, 
and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the United 
Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 
16th of each month. The following are among the more im- 
portant articles which appeared in the number issued on the 
16th February :—State of the Labour Market in January; 
Kmployment in 1903; Wholesale Prices in 1903; Courts of 
Arbitration in Denmark : Agricultural Hirings in Scotland ; 
Recent Conciliation and Arbitration Cases; Glass Making in 
Germany and Austria; Legal Cases Affecting Labour ; ; Reports on 
Employment in the Principal Industries ; Labour in the Colonies 
and Abroad, &c., &c. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series issued 
since the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 


No. 3,121. Trade of Egypt, 1887-1902. 


Imports doubied in value British possessions, and prin- 
during last 16 years. Average cipal European countries. 
value of imports from United As standard of comfort 
Kingdom and British posses- rises, an increased export of 
sions declined slightly. textiles will follow, and British 

Twelve categorical tables, manufacturers will have to 
showing percentage of annual watch Italian competition. 


imports from United Kingdom, 
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Government Publications. 
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OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Commercial No. 1 (1904). Reports on Tariff wars between 
certain European States. [Cd.1,938.] Price 83d. 


These are copies of reports received from H.M. Representatives at 
Paris, Rome, St. Petersburg, Berlin and Berne, relative to the recent 
Tariff wars between France and Switzerland, Germany and Russia, 
France and Italy, summarizing the history of these conflicts, 
and indicating their origin, duration and final results, both upon 
the Tariffs of the two contending countries, and in the increase or 
decrease of the trade between them. 


Africa No. 2 (1904). Report on the Trade and Commerce of the 
Somaliland Protectorate for 1902-8. [Cd.1,935.] Price 5d. 


This is the annual report of the Acting Commissioner of the 
Somaliland Protectorate for the year ended 3lst March, 1903, 
extracts from which appear on pp. 342 and 380 of the present 
issue of the “ Journal.” Reports by the Chief of Customs at 
Berbera and by the British Vice-Consul at Zeyla are also attached, 
giving detailed information as to the trade of their respective 
districts. 


Railway Accidents. Returns of Accidents and Casualtres as 
reported to the Board of Trade during the nine months ending 
30th September, 1903. [Cd. 1,922.] Price 1s. 5d. 


According to this return 877 persons were killed, and 5,057 
injured on railways in the United» Kingdom in the course of 
public traffic during the first nine months of 1903; for the 
corresponding period of 1902 the figures were 811 killed and 4,886 
injured. In addition to the above, 67 persons were killed and 
8,500 injured during the nine ‘months ended 30th September, 
1903, by accidents which occurred upon the premises of railway 
companies, but in which the movement of vehicles used exclusively 
upon railways was not concerned, so that the total number of 
personal accidents reported to the Board of Trade by the railway 
companies of the United Kingdom during the nine months in 
question caused the death of 944 persons and injury to 13,557. 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland. 


Third Annual Report, 1902-3. [Cd. 1,919]. Price 1s. 10d. 


This publication, which is now prepared annually in the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, 
contains, in addition to the statistics of the department, details of 
its operations in agricultural instruction and improvement of live- 
stock ; the results of its special investigations in cheese-making, 
flax-growing, &c.; a summary of the year’s work in Irish 
technical education; and a report on the sea and inland fisheries, 
with special reference to oyster culture and salmon hatcheries. 
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Government Publications. 





LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


TueE following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 


East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 
The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 


Ist January, 1904, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 























| 
No. Place. Price No. Place. | Price 
|) 
| Belgium : } | and Courses for Mechan- 

3116 | Belgium: Finances and | ical Engineering and 
Commerce in 1402 and Eectro-Technics ... ...| 43d. 
Budget Estimates for 1904| 2d. | 

Denmark : Italy: 

3113 | Denmark (Supplemen- 3120 | Italy: Finances ...1903| 13d. 
tary) ... ae .--1902) 4d. | 3118 | South Italy i, 

3119 | Denmark (Financial | | 
condition) ... wae 1}d.|| | Rustia : 

| ' 3115 | Rostov-on-Don .-. 1902] 14d. 
France and French Colonies: | | 

3117 | Indo-China... __...1902) 1d. | | Mexico: 

' 3112 | Mexico ee «-1902) 2d. 
German Empire and Colonies : | 

601 | Technical Instruction in | Colombia : 

Germany : Special Schools | 3114 | Colombia 23d. 











Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since Ist January, 


1904, may be obtained from the above- mentioned sources :— 





No. | ———-— 


Price. 





|, EUROPE— 

| Denmark : 

— | Agreement between the Post Office of the United Kingdom 
and the Post Office of Denmark for the exchange of postal 


narcels 


| AMERICA, NORTH— 
| United States of America: 
1 | Convention between the United States and Hong Kong for 
| the establishment of a parcel post service ... 
2 | Convention respecting Payment of Light and Harbour Dues 
by vessels of the United States in Zanzibar... 





3d. 


1d. 
hd. 





COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued 
since lst January, 1904, may be purchased from ) Moses. Eyre & Spottis- 


woode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.: 
Annual. 





No. Place. 


British Guiana 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH. 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


+ 
i 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board 
of Trade was established in 1899, in consequence of a report by a Depart- fos 
mental Committee, with a view to meet the constantly increasing demand 
for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as jf 
can be met by Government action. It is intended to be a centre at which 7 
information on all subjects of commercial interest shall be collected and 7 
focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it is the duty 
of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford information in 7 
reply to all enquiries on commercial matters which may be addressed to oe 
it, whether written or verbal. ce | 

The office is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, Pd 
London, 8.W., and (subject to the Comptroller-General of the Commercial, “| 
Statistical, and Labour Departments of the Board of Trade) is under the “7 
direction of Mr. T. Worthington. The Intelligence Branch endeavours, ~& 
on application being made to it either personally or by letter, to supply 7 
information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Commercial 
Statistics: Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs, Excise and” 
‘Consumption ”’ Vuties: Port, Harbour, and Tonnage Dues, and other” @& 
Charges on Shipping: Customs Regulations: Consular Fees: Forms of — & 
Certificates of Origin: Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers; 7 
Trading Licences: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender: 7 
Foreign and Colonial Bounties: Lists of firms abroad engaged in 
particular lines of business in different localities, &c., &c. Es 

In consequence of the transfer of the Imperial Institute to the Board = 
of Trade from the beginning of last year, the work formerly carried on by © 
the Commercial Intelligence Offices of the Imperial Institute is now con- * 
ducted by the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 7 
Pending the transfer of the headquarters of this Branch from Westminster 7 
to the City, verbal enquiries may be addressed to the Branch through the a 
Temporary Enquiry Office at 49, Hastcheap, E.C. .% 

The Commercial Intelligence Branch is also in communication with 
the Imperial Institute at South Kensington, of which Professor Wyndham © 
Dunstan, F.R.S., has been appointed director by the Board of Trade. 7 
Among the branches of work in charge of Professor Dunstan are the © 
scientific investigation of the economic products of the British Empire 7 
with a view to their commercial utilisation, and the superintendence of © 
the arrangement and classification of the Collections of these products 7 
which are exhibited at the Institute. From time to time samples and 2 
specimens of raw and manufactured products will be shown in the sample © 
room at the City Branch. Ff S 

The “Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence Branch and 
intended for general information is conveyed to the public. The 
“ Journal” is now issued weekly at the price of ld. Supplements to the 
“ Board of Trade Journal”’ are issued quarterlv, under the title of the 
“Imperial Institute Bulletin,’ containing information and reports bear- 
ing on the work carried out in the Imperial Institute at South Kensington. 


COMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT, BoarRpD oF TRADE. 
January, 1904. 











